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Three million more adults 
would go to church if invited 




Revd Nick Molony, the Team Rector of Great Marlow, Bucks walked to 
London in Holy Week, symbolically recreating Jesus' walk into Jerusalem. 
He took no money or food or clothes with him and slept in doorways, 
spending time with those who live on the streets. 

V I wanted to raise awareness of those on the margins of society - such as 
those who live on the streets, the vulnerable and the rejected. Whether in 
this country or around the world, these are people we should not overlook/ 
he said. 

Pictured with him (left to right) are Phoebe and Isabella Mansell from 
Holy Trinity primary school. 

He shares the extraordinary experiences of his walk with DOOR readers 
on page 3. photo Paul Mansell 



THREE million Britons say they 
would go to church if only they 
were asked, one of the largest sur- 
veys of churchgoing in the UK has 
revealed. . ; 

The survey by international 
Christian development agency 
Tearfund tracked monthly church 
attendance and the likelihood of 
non-churchgoers attending. 

It found that one in seven adults 
attends church each month but that 
even more - six per cent or around 
three million people - would be 
encouraged to go if only they 
received a personal invitation. 

Other circumstances that would 
encourage people to attend church 
include a family or friend going and 
experiencing difficult personal cir- 
cumstances. 

Tearfund said that the research 
proved that contrary to Britain’s 
secular image Christianity is still 
the dominant religion in the UK 
with 53 per cent of adults 
claiming to be Christian. 

It also discovered that nine per 
cent of adults in England attend 
church at least once a week, com- 
pared with the Census results, 
which found only six per cent 
attend on a typical Sunday. 

Dr Elaine Storkey, president of 



Tearfund who lectures at the 
University of Oxford, said: This 
survey is a valuable contribution to 
exploring what people in Britain 
think about church, why people 
attend and crucially, what is most 
likely to encourage people to make 
a connection with church.’ 

The research has also encouraged 
the drive to get churches signed up 
to the Back to Church Sunday ini- 

x This explores what people 
in Britain think about 
church, why people attend 
and crucially, what is most 
likely to encourage people 
to make a connection with 
church' 

tiative, when regular parishioners 
ask friends and former churchgoers 
to come back to church for a spe- 
cial service in September. 

The event was piloted in the 
Berkshire archdeaconry last year to 
great success and is going diocese- 
wide this year on September 30. 

The initiative encourages church- 
es to hold their normal services but 
provide an especially warm wel- 
come and offer well-known hymns, 



a direct sermon and coffee and 
homemade cakes afterwards to 
encourage people through the door. 

Invitations can be sent out 
through Church schools, baptism 
lists and electoral rolls. 

Manchester diocese has held a 
Back to Church Sunday drive for 
several years and its own findings 
show that even many months later 
congregation numbers are still up by 
as much as 10 per cent. 

Since Manchester started the 
scheme, more than 7,500 people 
have walked back through church 
doors. 

The initiative works in churches 
large or small, urban or rural. 
Last year, one of the smallest 
churches St John’s, Fernham, on 
the western edge of this diocese, 
was involved in the pilot. Area 
Dean the Revd Richard Hancock 
said: ‘Fernham has a population 
of around 300 people and its 
average attendance at church on 
a Sunday is about eight to ten 
people. However the regulars had 
really got behind the idea and 
invited people who had moved to 
the village recently as well as 
other locals. In a small village 
this is easy to do. 

‘What was also unusual was that 



this service had been arranged for 
4pm instead of the usual 9:30am. 
The result was a congregation of 
44. This may not sound many to 
those of you linked with large 
urban churches but for a rural vil- 
lage it’s fantastic!’ 



So far, more than 50 churches 
have signed up the initiative, but 
there is still time for others to join in. 

For more information about join- 
ing in this year, log on to 
www. oxford, anglican.org/ 
backtochurch. 




The Oxford Ministry Course 

is based at, and operates in partnership with, 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon. Our university 
validated training is open to independent 
students and lay leaders as well as ordinands: 
thirty Tuesday evenings, six weekends, and one 
full week each year. 

Call Gill Pratley on 01865 877424 or e-mail 
gill.pratley@ripon-cuddesdon .ac.uk 
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News In brief 



Churches tap into new funding for repairs 



TWO historic churches in the 
Diocese have won large grants 
towards essential repairs - 
and one has come from a new 
fund which could benefit 
dozens of other churches and 
projects in the region. 

St Mary the Virgin church 
in Clifton Reynes, Bucks has 
suffered from storm damage 
in recent years and water has 
been been leaking into the 
chapel. The chapel is home 
to a collection of medieval 
wooden effigies and heraldic 
monuments and includes the 



A SMALL rural church used 
in the opening titles of the 
‘Vicar of Dibley’ TV series is 
to become home to a 
groundbreaking Christian 
conservation project. 

Lewknor church (pictured) 
in Bucks is hardly used 
except on Sundays and the 
Revd Simon Brignall had 
been approached by conser- 
vation groups asking about 
the possibility of using part of 
the church as an exhibition 
centre and venue for visitors 
and walkers. 

Situated in the beautiful 
Chiltern Hills, the area is a 
magnet for walkers. 



unique stone effigy of ‘Bo’, a 
knight’s dog with his name 
carved on its collar. 

The PCC first thought of 
approaching funding bodies 
who had helped in the past 
such as English Heritage, but 
then learnt of a new source 
of funding available to build- 
ings within a ten mile radius 
of a landfill site. 

Set up by an organisation 
called WREN (Waste 
Recycling Environmental 
Ltd) it uses landfill tax 
money to fund grants 



Team vicar Simon had a 
vision to establish an ‘A 
Rocha’ project in the area. A 
Rocha is a Christian charity 
which works to express 
God’s love for all creation 
through conservation proj- 
ects. It was started in 
Portugal in 1982 and now 
works in 15 countries. 

Simon said: ‘I had wanted 
to find a project that will 
bring together the rural 
church, local communities 
and conservation organisa- 
tions, to show God’s love for 
creation which is very much 
A Rocha’s ethos. 

‘Obviously we are right at 



towards projects which bene- 
fit the local community or its 
heritage. 

Churchwarden Nicholas 
Berrill applied for the grant. 
He said he believed climate 
change was in part due to the 
problems the church was expe- 
riencing, as rainstorms had 
become more savage and done 
more damage in recent years. 

WREN gave around 
£13,500 to the project, with 
a further £7,000 coming 
from church funds. 

Mr Berrill urged other 




the beginning but eventually 
Lewknor Church will be fit- 
ted out with an exhibition 
area, kitchen and toilets, 
while still being used as a 
place of worship. 

The project has now 
received the formal backing 
of the Lewknor PCC and the 



churches to think of applying 
to WREN, if they meet the 
criteria of distance from a 
landfill site. WREN can be 
contacted at WREN House, 
Manor Farm, Bridgham, 
Norwich for further details. 

Another church in the 
Diocese, All Saints, Boyne 
Hill in Maidenhead has 
received the largest ever 
grant from English Heritage 
and the Heritage Lottery 
fund for the repair of its 150 
foot tall spire. English 
Heritage have contributed 



Diocese. 

It aims to work with local 
conservation organisations, 
form links with schools and 
work in partnership with 
Sage, Oxford’s Christian 
environmental group, to pro- 
mote creation inspired wor- 
ship. Simon will now divide 



£754,000 towards the £1 
million plus bill for repairing 
the rusting spire. 

The church is 150 years 
old and was architect George 
Edmund Street’s first com- 
mission for the Diocese. 

The congregation have to 
find £164,500 of funding 
themselves and have so far 
received £35,000 in pledges. 
If anyone wishes to help with 
fundraising, please contact 
Revd Jeremy Harris at The 
Vicarage, Westmorland 
Road, Maidenhead. 



his time between working for 
the team ministry and setting 
up the project under A 
Rocha’s management. 

The official launch will be 
on 11 May, with the Bishop 
of Dorchester, Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher, presiding. 



Bishop John 

Bishop John Pritchard has 
•described the service to for- 
mally mark the confirmation 
of his election as Bishop of 
Oxford as 'a solemn but joy- 
ful occasion'. 

The service at St Mary Le 
Bow Church, Cheapside, 
London, last month was led 
by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

Bishop John said he felt 
very moved as the 
Archbishop talked of the 
task ahead of him. He is now 
looking forward to the serv- 
ice of inauguration at Christ 
Church Cathedral in June. 

Love Oxford 

Churches in Oxford city cen- 
tre are getting ready for the 
second Love Oxford event in 
June. Last year's event saw 
4,000 people packed into 
Broad Street to worship in 
the summer sunshine. 

40 churches had given up 
their Sunday services to join 
together for the outdoor wor- 
ship event. 

It takes place near the 
Martyr's Memorial, where 
Bishops Latimer and Ridley 
were burnt at the state in 
1555, and Archbishop 
Cranmer in 1556. 

Rector of St Aldate's, Revd 
Charlie Cleverly, said ' We 
gather together thousands of 
worshippers in the city of 
Oxford not only to 'be one' 
but to be seen to be one.' 

This year's Love Oxford 
will take place on Sunday 10 
June from 11.30am to 1pm. 



Vicar of Dibley church 
to become home to 
conservation centre 
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Churches urged into action on trafficking 



AN inaugural event on Sunday 
May 20 will urge people to 
reflect and pray for an end to the 
sex trade which sees 4,000 
women trafficked into the UK 
every year. 

Not for Sale Sunday aims to 
raise awareness of the ways in 
which women, girls, boys and 



men are exploited in the sex 
trade at home and abroad. 

Full information is on 
www.notforsalesunday.org. 
Liturgy, prayers, Bible studies 
and other resources are all 
available and can be down- 
loaded free of charge for use in 
churches. 



New REinspired project manager 



REINSPIRED - the Churches 
Together in Earley and East 
Reading Schools Work 
Project - has appointed a 
new project manager thanks 
to funding by the Baptist 
Union and the Jerusalem 
Trust. 

Over the next year Pete 
Stone will talk with local 
schools to establish their 
needs, and look at ways to 
disseminate the REinspired 
model to other areas. 

He will also join other 
trustees to look at ways to 



make the project financially 
sustainable in the long term. 

One of the aims will be to 
build support from the local 
churches and other bodies 
and individuals. 

The Trust is currently pro- 
ducing a three-year business 
plan mapping out its aims 
for developing the work of 
REinspired in its mission to 
help schools and pupils 
engage creatively with faith. 

For more information 
about REinspired see 
www.reinspired.org.uk 
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Feature 



A very modern pilgrimage 



What makes a clergyman give up Holy Week - the climax of the Church's calendar 
- to spend his days and nights on the streets of London, sleeping in doorways and 
eating cast-off food? Rebecca Paveley spoke to the Revd Nick Molony to find out. 



NICK Molony had his feet ceremoniously washed 
by his colleagues at his church’s Maundy 
Thursday service, as no doubt did many other 
clergy in the diocese. But in Nick’s case the action 
was especially welcomed, for he had spent the 
previous four days walking miles into, and 
around, London. 

He had undertaken the walk to try and medi- 
tate upon Jesus’ final journey into Jerusalem. 

‘I saw it as a privilege,’ he said. ‘I’d always been 
haunted by Jesus saying ‘now we are going to 
Jerusalem’ and the fact the disciples were obvi- 
ously excited but Jesus knew what was coming. . . 

‘I wanted to walk into London to try and 
think about what Jesus’ final journey must 
have felt like.’ 

He left his Marlow home on the Monday of 
Holy Week and spent four days getting to 
Waterloo, where he ended his pilgrimage at the 
offices of the USPG (United Society for the 

'I managed to get a couple of 
hours sleep in a Green Line bus 
station, and I was just changing 
my socks in the morning when I 
was told to move on' 

Propagation of the Gospel). 

Some days he managed to pick up some dis- 
carded food, and shelter in doorways, on others 
he was treated liberally to food and hospitality, as 
at the Sikh temple in Acton. 

‘I only ate what I could find or was given to me. 
On Monday that was just half a bacon toastie I 
found at Heathrow, on Tuesday it was a discard- 
ed cheese roll. But in the Sikh temple I was wel- 
comed in for a lavish meal, no questions asked.’ 

His most surreal experience was being followed 
around for two and a half hours by a BBC crew. 

His worst night was when he walked to 
Victoria ‘into an east wind all the way’. 

‘The place was a wind tunnel when I arrived 
about 10pm and there wasn’t anyway to find shel- 



ter. I discovered the station closes between l-5am 
and heard about a shelter near Westminster 
Cathedral so I went looking for that but couldn’t 
find it. 

‘I spent a couple of hours with five other 
people huddled in a doorway, listening to their 
experiences. 

‘I eventually managed to get a couple of hours 
sleep in a Green Line bus station, and I was just 
changing my socks in the morning when I was 
told to move on.’ 

Nick didn’t wear his dog collar on the walk, 
and only told people when he was asked. 

The next day he heard about a shelter at St 
Martin in the Field, but found he had to get police 
approval before he could go in. 

‘I didn’t manage to get approval, quite right- 
ly the police were protective of the genuine 
homeless and were a bit suspicious of me. But 
the police woman said I could sit in their foyer 
for a couple of hours, I think they were a bit 
worried about me. 

‘The next morning, my last, I walked up the 
Strand to St Paul’s Cathedral. It was Maundy 
Thursday and a renewal of vows service was on. 
I was told I couldn’t attend, it was for clergy, so 
I told them I was a vicar from the Oxford 
Diocese and I was allowed in.’ 

His walk taught him a great deal, he said. 

‘I learnt a lot about the inevitable stereotyp- 
ing of people and about who is closest to God's 
heart of love. I built- up a bit of resentment 
about the time we waste on trivial things, or 
people who hijack your time for things that 
aren't really important. 

His walk also raised money for the USPG, as 
his walked was sponsored. Parishioners have 
also organised a competition to guess the num- 
ber of steps Nick walked along the route - he 
carried a pedometer to measure them precisely. 

So far his efforts have raised £2,000. For more 
details see www.followingthefootsteps.co.uk, a 
website set up by one of Nick’s congregation to 
follow the walk. 



Godly Play gets mobile! 



THERE is a mobile home parked in the drive 
of the Vicarage in Wootton, near Abingdon. 
But far from planning a holiday the Revd 
John Cooper and his wife Jane have a very 
different use for the building. 

With the help of volunteers throughout the 
community they have turned the mobile home 
into the diocese’s second Godly Play class- 
room. And on Palm Sunday this year the 
classroom was officially opened after being 
blessed during the Palm Sunday procession by 
Mr Cooper. 

Jane told the DOOR that the ever-growing 
popularity of children’s church in Wootton 
and Dry Sandford meant that it first outgrew 
its home in a room at St Peter’s, then again at 
the nearby cricket club. 

A proper extension to the listed church, as 
well as a log cabin, was investigated but 
thought unfeasible. So when a parishioner 
offered the church a mobile home it was grate- 
fully accepted. The large driveway at the vic- 
arage proved the perfect spot for its re-siting. 

More volunteers joined Mr Cooper and the 
children’s church workers in stripping out the 
building, re-wiring, painting and carpeting it. 



The crowning moment came with the setting 
out of the Godly Play equipment in its new, 
permanent home. 

Jane said she has been smitten with the sim- 
ple beauty ahd spirituality of Godly Play since 
attending a diocesan Godly Play conference, 
and is excited at the possibilities created by 
the new classroom in her driveway. 

The first children to use the classroom on 
Palm Sunday were also impressed, rating their 
new meeting room as ‘lush’. 




Children in Wootton, near Abingdon enjoy their 
new 'mobile 7 Godly play classroom 




A London pilgrimage for Team Rector Nick Molony. photo courtesy of Maidenhead 
Advertiser 




Christ Church Cathedral School 
Oxford 







wonderful 
pportunity for 



fs w 





Substantial Bursaries available for Choristers at the 
Cathedral Choir. Voice trials by arrangement for 
boys aged 7 and 8. One vacancy for a ten year old. 

01865 242561 E: registrar@cccs.org.ukwww.cccs.org.uk 
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People & places 



Foot sore but triumphant 




CONGRATULATIONS to 

Revd Terry Smith, vicar of St 
Swithun's, Kennington, who 
has successfully completed 
the Marathon des Sables, 
enduring 58 degrees Celsius 
on a 150 mile run across the 
Sahara desert. 

Mr Smith told the DOOR: 
'The marathon was an amaz- 
ing experience and has affect- 
ed me deeply both spiritually 
and in other ways. One of the 
high points, apart from finish- 
ing, was the Communion serv- 
ice I took out in Morocco on 
Palm Sunday. 17 other runners came to the service to give 
thanks; five of those were from my tent, three of whom both 
surprised and delighted me. It was a moving time and I am 
grateful to God for all his blessings on the whole event.' 

Mr Smith hopes to have raised £10,000 for the Kennington 
Cancer Fund. 



Flowers mark 30 years of the Swan Team 

A GROUP flower festival is one of the events planned to cele- 
brate 30 years of the Swan Team Ministry. 

The seven rural parishes and churches in North Bucks were 
formed in September 1976 and have worked closely ever 
since. Currently being reformed as The Claydons and Swan 
Team Ministry, the Swan Team want to celebrate their 30th 
year together with simultaneous flower festivals in each of 
their seven churches on the weekend of 12 and 13 May. Each 
church will be open from noon-6pm both days. See website 
www.acny.org.uk for more details. 



Bishop meets 
Iqra School 
pupils and staff 

IT was a day of learning and 
enjoyment for Christian and 
Muslim faiths when the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, Acting 
Bishop of Oxford met with 
pupils and staff of Oxford's 
Iqra girls Islamic Secondary 
School in Littlemore, as well 
as prominent members of the 
Muslim community recently. 

The Bishop spoke about his 
career and the importance of 
Easter for Christians, and 
enjoyed listening to pupils' 
plans for their futures as well 
as the issue of integration 
between the Christian and 
Muslim communities in the 
city. 

Dr Hojjat Ramzy, chairman 
of the Iqra School Trust said 
it was a pleasure to meet the 
bishop. While Bishop Colin 
said he enjoyed talking to 
pupils and staff and gave his 
blessings to the school. 

For more information on 
the school see their website: 
www.iqraschool.org.uk 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 







• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 



Walking boots on for Christian Aid 

ALL over the diocese this month, dedicated volunteers are 
gearing up for Christian Aid Week which runs from 13 to 19 
May. 

As well as the traditional and highly successful door-to-door 
collections, volunteers have introduced new ways to raise 
money for the charity and have fun at the same time, includ- 
ing a ‘sing-in’ at 7.30pm on Sunday 13 May at the Church of 
the Servant King in Furzton. 

There is also a sponsored walk around the beautiful South 
Oxfordshire countryside between Nettlebed and Henley-on- 
Thames. Sponsorship packs are available from Hilary Blake 
on 01865 246818. 



RE day with Barnabas for Colnbrook 

ONE of the first stops of a newly expanded service bringing 
RE to life in primary schools was at Colnbrook CE Primary 
School recently. Barnabas in Schools is a BRF initiative 
designed and delivered by teachers to help their colleagues 
resource the Christian element of the RE curriculum. At 
Colnbrook the organisation helped harness the creative arts to 
explore Biblical themes. 

Free and ready-to-use ideas for collective worship and RE 
lesson outlines are also available on the newly refocused web- 
site www.barnabasinschools.org.uk 



St Blaise celebrates 




A WHOLE day of activities were organised by the PCC of St 
Blaise Parish Church, Milton, Oxfordshire, to celebrate gaining 
planning permission for its parish room project. 

The parish now has the challenge to raise £350,000 in two 
years to complete the room which will provide essential facili- 
ties for the church and community. 

But before the hard work begins villagers enjoyed food and 
fun through the day and into the evening (pictured above). They 
were joined by the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading, who took a detailed look at the project with chairman 
Stephen Vickers before displaying a hidden talent for juggling 
with Jeb the Jester. 



Distance no 
object for MU 

TRAVELLING to Oxford from 
all corners of the diocese, 
hundreds of MU members 
recently attended the Oxford 
Diocese Mother's Union Lady 
Day service held at Christ 
Church Cathedral. With the 
theme Faith in Action the 
service was led by the Bishop 
of Reading, who spoke of his 
admiration for the work of the 
MU both in the Diocese and 
abroad. 

During the service 
Primrose Gallimore, MU 
Diocesan President and the 
other trustees were commis- 
sioned for their terms of 
office by Bishop Stephen. 



Calling all organists 

ASPIRING organists have the 
chance to take part in an 
organ master class with inter- 
national organ recitalist Ann 
Elise Smoot on 24 June at St 
Nicolas Church, Newbury. 

The joint venture .by the 
Organists Associations of 
Berkshire, Windsor and 
District and Newbury and 
District aims to attract bud- 
ding organists from around 
the area, some of whom will 
have the chance to receive 
performance tuition from Ann 
Elise who is director of the St 
Giles Junior Organ 
Conservatoire in London and a 
respected international recital- 
ist. Call Carolyn Greenwood 
on Newbury 49474 for 
details. 



Creative competition 

CREATIVE fundraising is the 
focus of a competition by 
Ecclesiastical Insurance. The 
company is offering cash 
prizes for the 12 most innova- 
tive ideas to help raise funds 
for a church, Deadline for 
entries is 31 May. Go to www. 
ecclesiastical. com/church- 
comp for details. 
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Eco-column 

DEFRA are reluctant to define what 
counts as waste, in a recent set of regula- 
tions for the agricultural industry. The 
principle that what is waste for one person 
is useful material for another applies even 
to manure. The key is manure manage- 
ment. Manure is waste “if it pollutes a 
river course but it is liquid gold if it 
encourages beneficial plant growth”. I’ve 
even been on a farm where human waste 
usually carefully hidden from the squeam- 
ish was being utilised effectively for agri- 
cultural purposes. If a farmer wants to get 
rid of waste products from his farming 



enterprise he must now be licensed, even if I 
the waste product is something a house- I 
holder has immorally dumped on his land. I 
This enables the powers that be to monitor * 
what is wasted and where it is going. 

Householders would probably baulk at 1 
such regulations; the suggestion that we 
might link the community charge with the 
amount of waste we produce has been crit- . 
icised. Is it right to limit freedom for the | 
sake of others, for the sake of the future of | 
the world? It’s an ethical, philosophical | 

and theological question. The more our I 
waste can be recycled and reused - what in I 
agricultural terms would be the liquid gold * 
application process - the better. 

Increasingly, recycling and waste man- 
agement will become a Christian ethical 
imperative, for God’s sake. 

The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is Diocesan | 
Rural Officer. | 
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God in the life of ... 



The art of prayer 

Paintings and sculpture by Nicholas Mynheer can be admired in churches and cathe- 
drals from Great Missenden to the USA. The Oxfordshire artist told Sally Jarman 
how his faith and his work have gradually become inseparable in his life. 



WE are sitting in a pew of St Peter and St Paul's Church, Great 
Missenden, reflecting on one of Nicholas Mynheer's latest 
commissions - a sheer, soaring screen of glass commissioned in 
memory of parishioner Gillian Thomson and depicting, in a 
triptych of asymmetrical panels, the emotions of St Peter and 
St Paul as they are called by Christ. 

As if on cue, a shaft of sunlight from the windows behind 
pierce the chrystaline Cross at the apex of the central panel, 
illuminating the scene and reminding us of the light and 
warmth of Christ and the power of his calling. 

Nicholas, too, has felt God's hand in his work of the last 20 
years or so. After graduating from Hornsey College of Art in 
London in 1981 he began work in the advertising industry 
painting record covers and racing cars. 

But, he explains, he gradually realised his true inspiration 
and fascination lay in Christian iconography and Biblical 
themes. After meeting his wife, a committed Christian, he 
explored his own faith and religious themes began increasing- 
ly to feature in his art. 

As he began to work full-time as a painter, selling through 
commercial galleries in London and Manchester, he says his 
Christian pieces were tolerated by the gallery owners as 
‘eccentricities’, who nevertheless recognised that they usually 
sold. 

People liked his ‘translations’ of Biblical stories which are 
powerful in their simplistic and stylised form, channelling 
spiritual focus and emotion. 

As he began to work full-time as a painter, 
his Christian pieces were tolerated by the 
gallery owners as 'eccentricities', who never- 
theless recognised that they usually sold 



A trickle of commissions by churches over the years became 
a flood and he says around 90 per cent of his work is now for 
churches and cathedrals, from painted altars to window 
designs, sculptures and Stations of the Cross. 

‘It’s definitely a calling,’ Nicholas says. ‘Each piece is like a 
prayer that emerges in spite of myself. I might start with one 
idea and as I work it begins to say something else that I had- 
n't expected at all but which is quite the right thing. I learn all 
the time as the piece evolves.’ 

He says his work translates God's word, not teaches: ‘I 
want people to relate to the scene in their own way, coming 
from their own experiences, and to see the extraordinary in 
the ordinary’. 

In the glass panels behind the triptych in Great Missenden, * 
for example, the central etching depicts the Virgin Mary with 
a young Jesus in her arms, holding a wooden spoon as they 
both stir a soup or cake. It's something mothers and their chil- 
dren do ordinarily together today, yet at the same time Mary 
holds Jesus knowing what is to come as he grows beyond this 
time of her motherly protection and love. 

The space created by the installation of the screen will be 
used for children's activities so the images are set lower for a 
child's eye view, and feature activities within their experience. 

Nicholas’ distinctive style reflects his beliefs that we are not 
separate beings living independently on a planet but that we 
are all part of one creation. His paintings and sculptures pare 
away the fuss and complexities that cloud our understanding 
of what actually matters in life. 

He explains: ‘For me less is definitely more when it comes 
to conveying the emotions and undercurrents in a scene. 
Anything that I feel is not essential is omitted and anything 
deemed important is emphasised.’ 

Even background becomes an essential part of the story, with 
the landscape actively involved in the event portrayed; when 
Peter denies Jesus, the buildings lean in on him accusingly. 



Themes that he has found himself returning to include the 
Passion of Christ, the arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane and 
the flight to Egypt with its images of menace and trust and 
movement as a family. An exhibition of his paintings on the 
Passion of Christ can be seen at Salisbury Cathedral until the 
end of April. 

Away from work Nicholas and his family are regular mem- 
bers of his home church in Horton-cum-Studley. Family con- 
nection is a strong pull for him, he says, knowing that gener- 
ations of Mynheers have been baptised, married and buried in 
the same building. 

'It's definitely a calling ... Each piece is like 
a prayer that emerges in spite of myself.... I 
learn all the time as the piece evolves' 



Nicholas explained to me that he loves the Church of 
England for its inclusiveness and willingness to recognise and 
welcome people from all denominations and none. To wel- 
come everyone to the altar rail to celebrate together. 

‘I know some see it as a weakness and woolliness but for me 
that is the strength of the Church 
of England.’ 

And is his faith uplifted by his 
work? 

He says: ‘The two have 

become inseparable really now. 

My faith feeds my work and vice 
versa. It's not always an easy job 
as it can be a lonely process and 
I have to work through moments 
of great doubt, like Jacob 
wrestling with the angel. I put 
myself into all my work so each 
piece is a very personal expres- 
sion of my faith. But I sometimes 
feel guilty that I have been able 
to do this every day because it 
makes me so happy and I love it.’ 

And looking back on his work 
that can now be seen as far afield 
as Seattle and the Gulf, as well as 
around the UK from Newcastle 
Cathedral to Wales, does he have 
a favourite? 

‘It tends to change depending 
on what I've done recently,' he 
says, 'I really enjoyed working 
with Davia Walmsley from 
Daedalian Glass, the glass manu- 
facturers, on this design for 
Great Missenden. 

‘But I possibly most enjoy 
working on sculptures now, 
working with the raw stone and 
paring it down yet watching 
something emerge from that. I'm 
working at the moment on a 
sculpture for a church in Wales. 

‘It's strange because I only got 
into carving by accident when 
my wife banned me once from 
painting on holiday and I picked 
up a small piece of stone to play 
at carving. I was immediately 
hooked and I’ve been sculpting 
ever since. Once again it feels as 
if God’s hand has directed me.’ 




Nicholas Mynheer and a scene from one of the glass panels 
installed at St Peter and St Paul's Church, Great Missenden. The 
decorated glass screen, which is positioned between the main 
body of the church and what was known as 'the Carrington pew' 
will create a refurbished space which is to be used for prayer and 
informal meetings and as a special place for children's activities. 
The church is open daily for visitors. 




All Saints' Church, Ascot Heath 

Royal Ascot Races June 19th -23rd 2007 
Hospitality and Car Parking 

for discerning racegoers 

(Just 5 minutes from the race course entrance ) 

Parking: Cars: £15 Minibuses: £20 Limousines: £25 

Fully Licensed buffet restaurant open 
from 10.30am. 

Picnic Area 
Afternoon Cream Teas 

For a copy of our brochure & bookings 
please contact: 

Julie Deane Tel: 01344 884686 
E-mail: office@all-saints-ascot.org 
Website: www.all-saints-ascot.org 

Grade 2 listed Church with beautiful 19thC murals 



View from here 



Noisy neighbours 



I remember 
solemn lessons 
in Sunday 
School on the 
subject of ‘lov- 
ing our neigh- 
bours’. This did- 
n't just mean, 
we were told, 
being nice to the 
people who 
lived next door. It meant 
being kind and considerate 
to everybody in the whole 
world. The implication was 
that it's easy to love those 
in close proximity, but 
much harder to love those 
who are distant. 

How the world has 
changed. The Office of 
National Statistics has just 
reported that complaints 
about neighbours have 
increased fivefold over the 
past 20 years. And the fig- 
ures emerged in the wake 
of speculation that the 
murder of a 22 year old 
pregnant woman in 
Battersea was the result of 
a feud with a neighbour. 

Six million official com- 
plaints were made to envi- 
ronmental health officers 
in England and Wales last 
year, with noise from loud 
music and barking dogs the 
most common grievance. 
This confirms what those 
of us who live in over- 
crowded turban areas have 
known anecdotally for a 
long time - getting on with 
those who five within spit- 
ting distance is tough. 

The question is: are we 
becoming a ‘more anti- 
social and less tolerant 
society’ (as media analysis 
of the ONS report suggest- 
ed), or do we just have a 
lot more to put up with? I 
suggest the latter. Twenty 
years ago there were no 
‘home cinema systems’ 
blasting out surround- 



sound, and fewer 
cars to fight over 
parking spaces. 
There were 
fewer people 
(Britain's popu- 
lation has grown 
by eight per cent 
over the last 35 
years), and many 
fewer house- 
holds (the number of 
households has grown by 
30 % over the same peri- 
od). Living in a flat in 
north London with neigh- 
bours below, above and 
next door, I am fast com- 
ing to the conclusion that 
the single most effective 
way to improve people's 
mental health and reduce 
stress would be sound- 
proofing in every home. 

The deeper issue, 
though, is that of commu- 
nication. If my neighbour 
warns me that they are 
planning to have a party, 
and perhaps invites me 
along, it makes a world of 
difference to how I experi- 
ence the noise itself. And if, 
as neighbours, we commu- 
nicate on a day-to-day 
basis and feel we know one 
another - at least a bit - 
then it's much easier to 
raise concerns in a non- 
confrontational way. The 
problem with contempo- 
rary living, however, is that 
establishing such day-to- 
day relationships can be 
hard: our individualism 
makes us isolationist, and 
the practical demands of 
the workplace give us an 
excuse not to bother. 
Perhaps the biggest chal- 
lenge is not so much toler- 
ating our neighbours, but 
getting to know wlm they 
are. 

Alison Webster is the 
Social Responsibility 
Adviser for Oxford Diocese 




Clergy News 

The Revd Roger Billings, Area 
Dean, Witney & Team Rector, 
Brize Norton and Carterton, is 
to retire; The Revd Mary 
Carney, Incumbent, Ray Valley, 
has retired; Jo Gallant, is to be 
Curate, St Peter & St Paul, Gt 
Missenden; The Revd David 
Jackson, Vicar, St. Hugh's 
(Banbury Group Ministry), is to 
be Vicar, St. Francis, Banbury 
Group Ministry; The Revd 
Stephen Kirkham, Priest in 
Charge, St. Mary North Leigh, 
has retired; The Revd Laurence 
Meering, Team Vicar, Holy 



Trinity Walton, is to be Priest in 
Charge, Newton Longville . & 
Mursley with Swanbourne & 
Little Horwood; The Revd 
Richard Nunn, House for Duty 
Priest in Charge, Waltham St 
Lawrence, Maidenhead & 
Windsor Deanery, has retired; 
The Revd Sarah Tillett, Curate, 
St. John Baptist and SS 
Lawrence and Anne, Knowle, 
Birmingham Diocese, is to be 
Priest in Charge, Bloxham with 
Milcombe and South Newington; 
The Revd Ben Whitaker, 
Chaplain, Oxford Deaf Church, is 
to be Chaplain HMP Grendon, 
Grendon Underwood. 
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My vigil at Campsfield 



country of origin. 

There are many stories of injustice 
and unfair treatment of these refugees at 
detention centres such as Campsfield 
and there are several groups campaign- 
ing for the closure of such centres for 
refugees, including the Close 
Campsfield Campaign. 

I shall continue to join the monthly 
vigil of support for the detainees, 
because I was not there to stand beside 
our Lord in his suffering but I believe I 
should stand alongside those who suffer 
today. 

Martha Young is a Licensed Lay 
Minister at St James The Great Church 
in Radley , Oxfordshire. 



On the last Saturday of each month, 
including Christmas Day, a group of peo- 
ple gather at the entrance to Campsfield 
House detention centre in Kidlington. One 
of the group, Licensed Lay Minister 
Martha Young explains to the DOOR why 
she maintains a vigil of support for the 
refugee detainees. 



WE are there to ask that the deportation 
centre be closed down, and to offer sup- 
port, through our presence to the 
detainees. We meet and exchange news 
and call out to the men to let them 
know that we are thinking of them. 

The group has been meeting there 
since the centre opened 13 years ago. 
Personally I have been involved with the 

X I was not there to stand 
beside the Lord in his suffer- 
ing, but I believe I should 
stand alongside those who suf- 
fer today' 

monthly vigil for about three years, 
since I went to a One World Week event 
in the Town Hall in Oxford and found 
out more about the centre. 

I joined the vigil because I believe that 



these men are 
as alone and 
vulnerable to 
abuse as Jesus 
was 2,000 
years ago. I believe it is our place, as 
Christians, to stand up for them. 

Last month Campsfield House made 
national news headlines because of a 
fire caused by detainees protesting at the 
treatment they claimed was meted out 
to a Nigerian man taken from his bed 
early one morning to be deported. 

It was not lost on our group that just 
a few weeks after this event, which was 
widely reported in the media, Christians 
around the country would be remem- 
bering another man who, as he reached 
the final weeks of his life, probably felt 
alone and vulnerable. 

He died as some of these detainees 
may die when they are returned to their 



Fill in a DOOR survey 
- and win David 
Winter’s new book! 



DO you pick up your copy 
of The Door each month 
from church or school? Or 
is it delivered by hand? Do 
you turn to the back page 
first to read David Winter’s 
Thought for the Month, or 
do you sit down with a cup 
of tea for God in the Life 
of...? Are you a fan of Ann 
Way’s recipes? A regular at 
our competitions or cross- 
words? Whatever you think 
of The Door, we 
want to hear from 
you! 

The Door has 
now been pub- 
lished every 
month for 18 
years. In the inter- 
est of making it 
better and 
brighter, we 
would love to 
hear your views. 

We would like 
you to fill in a 
questionnaire 
online at www.oxford.angU- 
can.org or www.doornews- 
paper.com, teUing us what 
you think about The Door. 



If you cannot access a 
computer, we will send you 
a printed version of the 
questionnaire in the post. 
Just caU 01865 208227 and 
leave your name and 
address. 

To encourage you to fill it 
in, we have five copies of 
David Winter’s new book, 
the Espresso Bible, (pub- 
Ushed by Lion Hudson) to 
give away to those question- 
naires pulled out of 
a hat first after 18 
May. 

The book pro- 
vides a condensed 
and accessible ver- 
sion of the Bible. 

Experienced 
author and broad- 
caster David Winter 
offers ‘essential’ 
passages of the 
Bible and links 
them with explana- 
tory text. 

Unlike the recent 
100 Minute Bible, this 
book uses actual Bible text 
rather than summaries of 
passages. 




‘Hymnathon’ for Cambodia 

HEARING about the plight of girls and young women caught 
up in sex trafficking in Cambodia so moved Thame parish- 
ioner Caroline Baynes that she pledged to help. 

Using her talents as a musician, Caroline embarked on a 
sponsored ‘hymnathon’ at St Mary’s Church in April to raise 
money for Daughters - a centre in Pnomh Penh which pro- 
vides the girls and women with medical help, counselling, 
personal care sessions, craft workshops and the opportunity 
to learn another trade, 

Eight hours and 798 hymns after sitting down to play , 
and taking just short breaks, she had worked her way right 
through St Mary’s hymn book with a little help from friends 
and well-wishers. 

Caroline told the DOOR: ‘Some of the hymns and chorus- 
es were very well-known, while others were less so, making 
it a matter of sight reading. There was lots of variety from 
Christmas carols to Elgar melodies and even one based on 
the theme from the Dam Busters. 

‘The great thing was that most of the time people were 
dropping in and singing along, so I usually had a little choir 
there! People helped by massaging my shoulders, and my 
husband provided a steady flow of strengthening food like 
bananas and chocolate. 

If you would like to donate to the charity call Caroline on 
01844 213673. 



Scam alert 

Dozens of clergy have been affected by a scam in 
which a man approaches clergy asking for money for a 
funeral. Several priests have been taken in in this way. 
A warning has gone out to all clergy in the South East 
where the scam is operating. If anyone in the Oxford 
Diocese is approached, please contact the 
Communications Office at Church House on 01865 
208284 or email rebecca.paveley@oxford.anglican.org 
or sarah.meyrick@oxford.anglican.org 
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Comment 



Letters 



to the editor 



Greener than thou 



MY car broke 
down recently, a 
matter not in itself 
very interesting or 
noteworthy. But 
we live in a rural 
parish, not well 
served with buses, 
and with three 
small children 
under five and a ! 

mile or two from shop and 
nursery, I discovered we 
simply couldn’t operate 
without two cars. I found 
this shocking and frustrat- 
ing: like many of us, I con- 
sider that I’m doing my best 
to be environmentally 
aware: we recycle, compost, 
take British holidays and 
generally try to do our ‘bit’. 
But car use is definitely our 
big bugbear. My husband 
has to drive to the train sta- 
tion to commute to work, 
and I can’t get to work or 
church or school without a 
car. My dependence on it 
was such that we had to hire 
a second car while mine was 
in the garage. This is ridicu- 
lous, I thought - surely we 
can manage without for a 
few days. But trying to walk 
to nursery, there was no 
pavement on the lane to keep 
the 4 year old on. The double 
pram took up half the road. 
Though only a lane, the lack 
of pavement seemed to 
encourage cars to drive as if 
it were an A road. I’m afraid 
half a mile on, I vowed not to 
do it again. 

But it started me thinking 
-our car use is as heavy at 
the weekends as in the 
week. We drive to church. 
So does a lot of the congre- 
gation. So, in rural parishes, 
does the vicar who may have 
eight or nine churches and 
villages to get round. Yet the 




BY 

THE EDITOR 



Church has vowed 
to nurture God’s 
creation and 
groups like A 
Rocha and the 
Chiltern Gateway 
project (see page 
2) are working 
hand in hand with 
conservation 
groups, putting 
rural churches at the heart of 
conservation efforts. 

What can we do in rural 
parishes to discourage car 
use, which would not crip- 
ple church attendance? In 
many churches people do 
an informal car share, with 
neighbours taking others to 
church. Perhaps churches 
could run a bus to pick up 
the congregation. Or per- 
haps we could copy more 
urban parishes and have 
active home groups - 
church at home - so people 
didn’t have so far to travel. 

I wonder what St Paul 
would have done in the age 
of the car. Would he have put 
his evangelistic mission first, 
and travelled round in jets off- 
setting his pollution through 
plant a tree schemes? Or 
would he have vowed not to 
travel by air, as the Bishop of 
London pledged recendy, and 
used other methods to spread 
the Gospel - the internet, i- 
Church - or perhaps he would 
simply do what Nick Molony 
has done and take to the 
streets, without food or money 
or change of clothes. 

The issue of climate 
change presents huge chal- 
lenges to the rural Church. If 
we really mean what we say 
about caring for God’s cre- 
ation, then all of us, in 
churches large and small, 
need to start looking for 
solutions as a congregation! 



Women in authority; worship in churches; islam, slavery and the West 



Women bishops 

IN the April Door, three let- 
ters attack F. H. Flory's earli- 
er letter on the subject of 
women in authority over 
men in what, I have to say, is 
an illogical manner. 

Firstly, I respond to 
Richard Sturch. The Queen 
as Supreme Governor of the 
C of E does not violate St 
Paul's teaching because she is 
not in the ordained ministry: 
her role is governmental, not 
teaching or sacramental. 
Women teachers in school 
are once again nothing to do 
with what St Paul wrote 
about the church, and if they 
are heads or deputies with 
men reporting to them, they 
are not in spiritual authority 
over those men. 

Secondly, John Peter 
Hudson questions whether 
certain of the verses used by 
Flory are even written by St 
Paul. Whether or not they 
are is irrelevant: they are 
canonical. 

Lastly, Maureen Davis 
tries to claim that St Paul 
contradicts himself. This 
assertion is made, I suppose, 
so that we can ignore any of 
his teachings that we don't 
like. This is dangerously 
close to making up one's 
own religion. She also argues 
from culture. Let's not for- 
get, then, that at an early 
stage of the infancy of the 
Church, it was apparent that 
the majority of the Jews, 
with their all-male clergy, 
rejected Jesus as their 
Messiah, and so the gospel 
was taken to the Gentiles. It 
would have been so easy to 
have priestesses, because that 
was perfectly normal in the 
pagan culture of the time, 
but they didn't. Certainly we 
know from the New 
Testament that there were 
women with active roles in 
house churches, and as dea- 
conesses, but they were not 
in spiritual authority over 



men. 

The brutal fact is that it is 
difficult to establish from the 
Scriptures and from the cul- 
tural roots and development 
of the Church for the last 
two millennia any support 
for women priests in author- 
ity over men, let alone as 
bishops. 

Neil and Elizabeth Bryson 

Maidenhead 



Songs of Praise 

I was very interested in the 
article in the April DOOR 
2007, 'With Songs of Praise'. 

As so often happens when 
people are writing about 
church music, they only ever 
mention Traditional Hymns 
or Worship Songs and never 
mention the wonderful col- 
lections of contemporary 
hymn writers who are very 
much alive and well and pro- 
ducing excellent . hymns 
which address the issues of 
the day. These are people like 
John Bell from the Iona com- 
munity, Marty Haugen, 
Stephen Dean, Bernadette 
Farrell, and Margaret Rizza. 

Their hymns are written to 
quality parts music and fine 
words, but it seems very few 
Church of England churches 
know of them or use them. 

There is an excellent 
organisation called 

'ACCORD' which is the 
National Network of 
Pastoral Musicians, 

nnpm_sec@yahoo.co.uk 
They produce a news letter 
which advertises the many 
events happening across the 
country where people inter- 
ested in such music can get 
together to learn more. 

Jan Brind, who works at St 
Columba's House in Woking 
where she runs music work- 
shops and is also a member 
of the Guildford Diocesan 
Worship Committee, and the 
co author of two books on 



being creative in worship, is 
coming to Oxford on 
Saturday 22nd September at 
2.00 at St Andrew's Church, 
Linton Road, Oxford. This 
event is being organised by 
Churches Together in North 
Oxford. Jan will lead a 
workshop called Singing the 
Good News of Harvest when 
she will introduce some of 
these newer hymns. All are 
very welcome! 

Tessa Wilkinson 
By email 

AS a church musician, I 
enjoyed reading the views of 
two very sincere and pas- 
sionate worshipping musi- 
cians in the April DOOR. I 
was dismayed however at the 
general tenor of the feature 
which glibly reinforced the 
tired caricature that there are 
two kinds of worship music, 
traditional and contempo- 
rary, and that most of us are 
for one and against the other. 

This is a colossal over-sim- 
plification of church music 
today, and I believe a false 
picture of what most congre- 
gations experience. There is 
no single continuum between 
‘traditional’ and ‘contempo- 
rary’; rather there are a num- 
ber of stylistic or functional 
distinctions. These include 
classical versus pop/rock, 
high art versus -folk art, litur- 
gical versus extempore, high 
church versus low church, 
performed versus congrega- 
tional, and more. These 
overlap with each other, but 
only to a certain extent, and 
the overall picture is com- 
plex and diverse. 

Within society, musical 
styles tend to function as a 
tribal badge or statement of 
group identity. When this 
happens it reinforces divi- 
sions in the church. The sec- 
ular media is well aware of 
these conflicts and encour- 
ages it where it can (happy- 
clappy anyone?). Anything 



the Christian media can do 
to promote a more nuanced 
understanding would be wel- 
come. 

‘Balance’ is a welcome cry 
now quite often heard 
among musician worship- 
pers. I believe we should go 
further than this: rather than 
merely allowing space for the 
rival style of music, worship 
as part of a body of believers 
should involved creatively 
engaging with other people 
and ‘their’ music. Musical 
skills are transferable 
between genres and styles, 
and genuine creativity has 
never been a respecter of 
boundaries. 

This is not about artistic 
compromise; this is about 
breaking down barriers 
between people, and it is cen- 
tral to the kingdom of God. 
Peter Foster 
Oxford 



Slavery and islam 
ALTHOUGH a humanist of 
fifty years' standing, I am a 
great respector of the culture 
and history of the Christian 
church and give support to 
one of our local churches 
where I regularly pick up the 
DOOR. The range of topics 
covered is impressive, not 
least on the letters page. J 
was particularly interested to 
read the comments by the 
Revd G R Hargrove of 
Flackwell Heath on slavery 
and islam. There is a gener- 
al ignorance in the West of 
the history and theology of 
islam, an ignorance that is to 
the advantage of islamists 
whose faith is now powered 
by oil wealth and whose 
numbers are increasing rap- 
idly. Western liberals, 
Christians and secularists 
alike are risking, by their 
limp response, the very exis- 
tence of western civilisation. 
D G Holliday 
Maidenhead, Berks 



Multi-media 

musings 

News and reviews by the 
Diocesan Webmaster Phil Hind 



The shootings at Virginia Tech have understandably re-ignit- 
ed the debate on gun control eight years after Columbine. 
The Hungerford and Dunblane massacres resulted in dracon- 
ian gun control laws in the UK but it seems unlikely that 
even this tragic event, the most grisly college shooting in US 
history, will prompt expensively lobbied politicians to legis- 
late. So, what has changed? 

One thing that has changed is our access to the news when 
a major event occurs. Traditional news gathering agencies 



have always relied on eye-witnesses accounts and more 
recently amateur video and photography but now, with the 
Internet making personal publishing easier than ever, far 
more of this material is being made available through less 
formal outlets. 

Within hours of the shootings a live entry was placed on 
the publicly edited Wikipedia website. Owing to the fluid 
nature of the situation this entry was updated constantly as 
news came in. A mixture of TV screenshots and actuality 
images were posted on photo sharing sites and the college's 
own newspaper carried a timeline of events and news, essen- 
tially for students but visible to all, that was updated practi- 
cally minute-by-minute. The college website also carried 
photographs from the campus as well as eye-witness 
accounts as they came in. It all made for gripping (if 
voyeuristic) reading. 

In the aftermath, the review. Bloggers giving their view - 
outrage from those who feel gun crme might bear some 
relationship to the availability of guns, met with defiance 



from the lobby that claim an inalienable right to bear arms 
to defend themselves... not that many of the staff or students 
killed seem (effectively at least) to have taken up that right. 

Finally remembrance; an online vigil held in an vast electron- 
ic amphitheatre on the Second Life virtual reality site attended 
by all manner of bizanrely dressed and coiffured beings each 
representing a real human being. Whatever our physical 
churches might do it would never be done that quickly. 

The explosion in new forms of personal publishing brings 
with it a volatile mixture of fact, fiction, rumour and specula- 
tion. But, while these* efforts may in many cases be less pol- 
ished than those to be found in traditional media, the news 
diet is not dissimilar. Tabloid papers and rolling news offer a 
diet of over-inflated ‘breaking news’ such that every story is a 
big story. We can become fairly uncritical about the quality of 
the reporting we see from day-to-day. The immediacy and 
personal nature of new forms of reporting may be dangerous, 
on-the-edge and unreliable, but it is not ratings or sales driv- 
en, it is democratic... and it is riveting. 
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1 25 years of Church Army 




HRH Duchess of York presents Wilson Carlile with the 7th Star 
in 1931. Today HRH Queen Elizabeth II is patron of the society. 

Church Army: How it all began 

IN 1882 a dynamic and unconventional Church of England 
curate in London had a vision to encourage and enable ordi- 
nary Christian people to live the good news of Jesus Christ 
in such a way that others would be attracted to follow him. 

He wanted to share the Christian message through words 
and actions by encouraging people to witness to their faith 
in their daily lives and at organised gatherings. 

He was Prebendary Wilson Carlile and his vision became 
Church Army. 

Such was the impact made by the society that Carlile 
sought official approval from the Church of England 
Congress in 1883 to allow carefully selected and specially 
trained laymen to assist in consecrated buildings. 

Thought by some to be ‘dragging the church into the gut- 
ter*, the Upper Convocation of Canterbury nevertheless 
unanimously passed a resolution of approval two years later. 

Today, as Church Army celebrates its 125th anniversary, 
the society still stands for mission-shaped and fresh expres- 
sions of church agenda, working with others to encourage 
new ways of reaching out to those with little or no connec- 
tion to the life of the church. 

Its trained evangelists are called from a variety of social, 
economic and Christian backgrounds, with many different 
gifts, but all with the common desire and drive to fulfil the 
Church Army motto of ‘Sharing faith through words and 
action* in projects around the country. 

You can find out more about Church Army projects on its 
website: www.churcharmy.org.uk 



Onward Christian 

How Church Army evangelists at work with churches in our diocese today are still taking their 

Gritty job for Hugh is helping Didcot hear God’s word 



Bv Hugh Boorman 

I WAS 33 when I eventually gave in to the fact that God might 
be calling me! I was asked to explore the ordained ministry 
but it never felt right. In Church Army I found a ministry that 
fitted well. 

What the society offers- are evangelists who can think differ- 
ently and take risks in order to meet people where they are 
and help them discover relevant ways of expressing their faith 
and/or search for God. 

I was once told by a bishop that Church Army is the grit in 
the machinery of the Church of England, so I suppose I see 
part of my role as being the person who asks the uncomfort- 
able questions and leads Christians out of their comfort zone 
to reach the not-yet-Christians. 

I started as a parish evangelist in Birkenhead, then became 
‘Director of the People and Work Programme’ in the 
Peterborough Diocese, encouraging and resourcing Christians 

I see part of my role as being the person who 
asks the uncomfortable questions and leads 
Christians out of their comfort zone to reach 
the not-yet Christians. 

to live out their faith in the workplace. And before coming to 
Didcot in 2005 I was Church Army’s Candidates Secretary, 
responsible for encouraging people to explore a vocation to 
the Society. 

When I saw the advert for the post in Didcot the first web- 
site I looked at to find out more about the place told me it was 
a ‘cr**p town’, and I thought ‘That’s the sort of place Jesus 
would go’! I’m glad to say Jesus has gone before me by his 
Spirit and that the website doesn’t know what it’s talking 
about! 

I’m now the Associate minister of the Ladygrove Church, an 
Anglican/Baptist LEP on the town’s large, modern Ladygrove 
estate, and I love it. I basically do everything a lay person can 
do plus having special permission to baptise people from the 
estate. 




Being a Church Army evan- 
gelist frees me to be the person 
God has created me to be and 
that allows me to work at my 
most effective. Through the 
year we have a number of out- 
reach projects. 

As I write Pentecost is com- 
ing up. In past years different 
churches have organised a 
service but when it came to 
our turn this year we were 
asked to organise an after- 
noon fun event, the idea being 
that we will all go to our separate worship in the morning. 

Thinking of the first Pentecost, what we’re missing is the 
going out into the streets bit. So hopefully people from all the 
churches will meet in the amphitheatre outside Sainsbury’s at 
2pm to serve our town to celebrate our birthday - face-paint- 
ing, balloon modelling, giving out free birthday cake, litter 
collecting, help pack bags, clearing a river of rubbish, etc. 

I feel some people find the name Church Army a barrier at 
first and I would love to see it changed, but what to? The 
reserve soon disappears and it’s great to see the effects on peo- 
ple when we take God’s word out to them. 

I remember a sixth former approaching me after a lesson I’d 
done on crime and punishment, to tell me: ‘your Bible makes 
much more sense than what we’re doing at the moment.’ Here 
in Didcot it’s been great to see people learn for themselves that 
God does answer prayer. And there are those wonderful times 
when the penny drops and a person gives their lives to Christ. 

But, ultimately, what we do here is not my or Church 
Army’s work but God’s. On one of our windows in our 
College Chapel we have Jesus’ words, ‘I am among you as one 
who serves’ and I hope that that is what we are all about. 
Captain Hugh Boorman is Associate Minister at the 
Ladygrove Church , Didcot. 



Sharing faith with tea and 

Bv Jenny Colby 

WHEN I was commissioned as a Church Army Sister 
32 years ago it was to ‘pastoral work and evangel- 
ism’ and I firmly believe that all I have done since 
then is what the Church Army logo says we do... 
‘Sharing Faith through Words and Actions’. 

My ministry as a non-stipendiary officer here with 
the Bracknell Team Ministry touches all ages in the 
community from the children and young people’s 
work I do with my husband Steven, to leading and 
preaching in the regular services at St Paul’s in 
Harmans Water, funeral ministry and worship in res- 
idential and nursing homes. 

But one of my favourite projects is the Tea House 
in Bracknell’s main shopping centre. The first time I 
opened the doors of the Tea House in June 2004, to 
offer a Christian presence in the town centre, I had 
about 20 customers. Now I regularly serve around 
80 people a week, offering Fairtrade tea and coffee 
and most importantly a listening ear. 

Through such a simple service there have been so 
many opportunities to declare God’s love to the peo- 
ple who drop in. Many have become friends and our 
Friday morning tea and chat has led to families 
requesting baptisms, and a chance to offer support 
to friends and relatives of families for whom I have 
led funeral services. 

One of my regular customers at the Tea House 
often says to me: ‘I don’t believe in God’, but then 



a listening ear in Bracknell 




adds, ‘I wish I 
could believe like 
you do.’ 

That’s what 
Church Army is all 
about for me. Being 
out among people 
in their everyday 
lives, showing them 
God’s love by being 
there with them. 

I joined the 
organisation two 
years after becom- 
ing a committed 
Christian, when I was 20. I went to a Church Army 
rally and felt God say to me that he had a place for 
me there. 

Since then I believe my role has been to attract 
people to God, whether I have been working as a 
full-time evangelist or, as now, a non-stipendiary 
officer in parishes around the country. 

An evangelist is what I am, not just a job I 
do... sharing faith through words and actions. 



Jenny Colby was commissioned as a Church Army 
Sister in 1 974 and is currently licensed to the 
Bracknell Team Ministry in Berkshire 




The 'Hog and Bog Ride Out 7 across Northern Ireland is just one of the out- 
reach events organised by Captain John O'Neill with Gordy and Val Black as 
part of their mission to provide a church for bikers by bikers in Ireland. 

Up to 24 people meet regularly for worship, prayer, fellowship and support as 
well as the 'ride-outs' that enable them to build friendships with non-Christian 
bikers. 

John says the idea began when a fellow biker asked him about the fish sym- 
bol on the back of his motorbike. This led to a conversation about his own 
understanding and experience of the Christian faith and a continuing relation- 
ship which he prays will be the start of another changed life. 
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1 25 years of Church Army 







soldiers ... 



mission on to our streets to ‘Share Faith through Words and Action’ 



Helping High Wycombe re-engage 

By Joe Farnand 

I HAD always had a strong desire to help people, and a gift for 
talking to people about their faith, but until six years ago my 
thoughts of ministry were along the lines of becoming a lay 
chaplain and running Alpha courses at our then church in 
Hounslow. 

One day after helping and praying with a woman who I had 
found in some distress outside the church, the Church Army 
officer suggested I had the skills to become a full-time evangel- 
ist with Church Army. 

I’m a great believer in what Church Army does. It is such a 
vibrant, relevant organisation in today’s disparate society, able 
to discern need and go direct to people in all sorts of situa- 
tions, working with them to help them re-engage with their 
spiritual side and to hear the Gospel. 

But I’m also a person who likes to feel in control of my life, 
so to consider full-time ministry and trust God for my wages 
and my family’s security was a major journey for me. 

Then I thought how God had already blessed me in so many 
ways, giving me jobs and positions which had allowed me to 
drive forward His mission. My job in the prison service and as 
a civil servant in the Home Office had given me experience in 
race relations and with people on the edge of society. Joining 
Church Army seemed like a logical next step. 

As a Church Army evangelist I want to take the church on 
a journey. To push out of the comfort zone and help people 
who have lost touch with their spiritual journey to re-engage 
and rediscover God. 

Placements before High Wycombe have honed skills I have 
in spiritual discernment, and have helped me develop a listen- 
ing ear for God on the street. Now on a Sunday I will go out 



and pray around the streets. 

On one occasion I felt God 
stop me walking down one 
street and head for another 
instead. 

Why do this? It reaches peo- 
ple. Of people I have 
approached we have had a 
couple of baptisms and two are 
now helping on an Alpha 
course . 

One of my first initiatives as 
‘new congregations minister’ here was to set up a cafe-style 
church. It’s different in that it takes an interactive approach. 
It’s a dangerous place to be for a preacher to invite dialogue 
and questioning. But it attracted people who didn’t feel at 
home with the usual services including, interestingly, many 
men. 

Another calling I’ve had since coming to High Wycombe has 
been to create a home for people from Asian backgrounds 
who would come to faith in Jesus. We have a very vibrant 
Asian community in the town. 

God showed me the way forward through a member of our 
congregation who told me about a dream she had had to 
develop such a ministry and we began by organising an alter- 
native Christmas event with worship songs in English, Urdu 
and Hindi as well as readings in Hindi and English and, for 
the first event, a talk from Oxford Diocesan Racial Justice 
Adviser Raj Patel. 

We were overwhelmed with how much interest there was in 



'Sorted'! Skateboard-mad youngsters from parishes in the Bradford Diocese have benefited 
from a new fresh expression of church headed up by Church Army evangelist Andy Milne. The 
venture forms part of Andy's detached youth work on the housing estates of Bradford. 

the event and have since held 
an Easter celebration which 
was again very popular. 

The most important part 
of the evening was that we 
were engaging with people 
who would not normally 
attend church, in a relaxed, 
informal way. And we are 
definitely looking to develop 
the ministry further. 

It’s fantastic evangelistic 
stuff that makes our faith rel- 
evant and living. 

Captain Joe Farnand is the New Congregations Minister in 
High Wycombe, working with St Birinus and St John's 
Church. 
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Finding your vocation 

Every member of every church has a vocation, but could yours be to serve in the Church? 



By Matthew Cresswell 

A SMALL group is hud- 
dled around a TV 
watching the final 
moments of blockbuster 
movie Billy Elliot. As the 
film recounts the story 
of the young North 
Eastern teenager who 
finally realises his dream 
to become a professional 
dancer, the group enthu- 
siastically take down 
notes, while holding 
back the odd tear. 

No, this is not a new 
fresh expression of 
church but rather an 
activity designed by the 
Church of England in 



light of ’Vocations 
Sunday' on April 29. 
Other ideas for church 
groups include an activi- 
ty called Bodybuilding 
(with pens and a giant 
roll of paper), studying 
the prayer of St Teresa of 
Avila and a lengthy med- 
itation based on finding 
your way around life's 
'maze' (inspired by the 
labyrinth in Chartres 
Cathedral, France.) 

Dioceses around the 
country are also holding 
various events. For 
example Bradwell in the 
Chelmsford Diocese is 
holding a series of days 
from May 18-20 with 



workshops including: 
Working with Young 
People, Ordained 

Ministry, Reader 

Ministry and Sharing our 
Faith. The Carlisle 
Diocese has created a six- 
session course entitled 
Your Shape for God's 
Service, which aims to 
explore spiritual gifts, 
the heart's desires, direc- 
tion and building on our 
own life experiences. 
Meanwhile the Diocese 
of St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich recently held an 
event called "Celebrating 
God's Call", a service 
which included opportu- 
nities to affirm and cele- 



brate God's call to follow 
and serve ending with an 
act- of commitment. 

Vocation, which comes 
from the Latin word 
vocare, meaning literally 
'to call', is of particular 
importance to Christians 
who believe in a creator 
God with plans for his 
followers. Vocation 
Sunday is a perfect 
opportunity to explore 
this calling in more 
depth. But does every 
one of us have a unique 
divine calling? 

Stephen Ferns 

Vocations Officer for the 
Church of England's 
Ministry Division 

believes so. "It may be 
that we have hidden gifts 
which need to be discov- 
ered or it may be that 
there is something that 
we have secretly always 
wanted to do but have 
not had the courage or 
the time to try. 

" St Irenaeus wrote that 
'the glory of God is a 
human being fully alive'. 
Through the dual process 
of becoming more fully 
ourselves and of becom- 
ing more fully Christ- 
like,. the will of God is 
fulfilled and the glory of 
God seen. That is what 
Vocations Sunday is 
about. You have one 
life." 

He adds: "For God's 
sake, and for your own, 
live it." 

Jeremy Clare, a com- 
mitted Anglican and 
director of "Whatever 
Next...?", a company 



which specialises in help- 
ing people make good 
personal and organisa- 
tional decisions for the 
future, shares Ferns' 
view. "My views on 
vocation and calling are 
underpinned by two firm 
beliefs: that each of us is 
unique, and that each of 
us has a personal voca- 
tion, something which is 
ours to do," he says. 

"From that starting 
point you will see that I 
don't subscribe to the 
view that callings are 
only applicable to doc- 
tors, nurses, teachers, 
ministers of religion and 
missionaries... and that 
everyone else just has a 
job! 

"Each of us is 
unique, and each of 
us has a personal 
vocation, something 
which is ours to do' 

"If we don't find out 
what our own special 
vocation is, we will 
remain partly unfulfilled. 
There are many people in 
this category, both 
believers and not-yet 
believers, who do not 
really consider them- 
selves to be special and 
unique, just ordinary 
folk doing a job of work. 

"However, any job is 
completely transformed 
by a person who believes 
it to be their own calling 
for that stage of their 
life." 

Perhaps one of the 
most famous voices on 



the subject of 'vocation' 
is US author Dick Bolles 
who in 1970 wrote What 
Colour Is Your 
Parachute, which has 
now sold over 7 million 
copies worldwide. His 
book, hailed as “the 
Cadillac of Job-Search 
books”, has helped steer 
thousands of lives in 
fresh and exciting new 
directions. What many 
people do not know is 
that for 50 years Bolles 
has been an ordained 
Episcopal Minister and 
that his seminal book 
grew out of his experi- 
ences in the church. 

Speaking with US pub- 
lication Share Guide he 
said his book was initial- 
ly a manual to help cam- 
pus ministers who were 
leaving the ministry to 
find fulfilling secular 
work. Clearly laid out in 
his advice is that anyone 
wishing to find their 
vocation needs to put in 
some effort. When asked 
by Share Guide why so 
many people stay in 
unfulfilling jobs he says 
essentially it is down to 
apathy. “They are * not 
willing to spend the time; 
it is as simple as that. I 
wish I had a more pro- 
found answer after all 
these years, but I have 
concluded that there is a 
lot of laziness in human 
nature and a lot of cling- 
ing to the status quo,” he 
said. 

“Those who really 
want to investigate their 
calling need to find the 
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Riddle of the Month 

Congratulations to the winner of the April riddle: 

Mr Bob Crittenden of Maidenhead. His prize (Editor's choice of book) is in the 
post! 

The correct answer was: 

S: If 9 is written as a roman numeral it appears as ix, if you add an S, you have six! 
Thank you for all of your entries and well done again Matthew H! 

Here's this month's puzzle: 

A black dog stands in the middle of a crossroad. None of the street lights are 
working due to a power failure caused by a storm. A car with two broken head- 
lights drives towards the dog but turns in time to avoid hitting him. How could the 
driver have seen the dog in time? 

Solutions on a postcard please to: The Door Riddles, 4th Floor, Central 
House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR 

FREE READER SERVICE 

Advertise household articles for sale or donation in The Door, or send personal 
messages of congratulations or sympathy to friends and family - for free! 

Simply fill in the form below and return it to us - we'll do the rest. 

Name •. 

Address . 

Postcode . ... 

Telephone/Mobile 

Item, offer, description or message - up to a maximum of 20 words: 

Post to: The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 
8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. This 
is a reader service and does not extend to business sales of any sort 



www.oxfordsummerschool.com 



Mon 30 JULY- Fri 3 AUGUST 

Gospel, Choral Workshop 

Lillian BOUTTE 

(New Orleans Musical Ambassador) 

Arts, Music, Dance brochure: 01367 710593 
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time, he argues. “I sup- 
pose it is the law of iner- 
tia, which is that 'bodies 
in motion tend to remain 
in motion and bodies at 
rest tend to remain at 
rest."' 

For some, realising this 
vocation means entering 
into the Anglican min- 
istry. Matthew Dietz, 36, 
a second-year ordinand 
at Wycliffe College in 
Oxford, spent 10 years 
in the army before 
enrolling for the 
Anglican ministry. 
Explaining how he 
reached the decision he 
drew on his experience 
as a Major fighting in the 
Iraqi desert. 

"The short answer is I 
had a conversation with 
God in the desert 
through reading the 
Psalms and the Book of 
Common Prayer, " he 
said. 

"In the desert you have 
a sense of being released 
from the burdens of the 
world. During that time 
the Psalms just came 
alive." 

Through this 'conver- 
sation' with God he felt 
the call to ordained min- 
istry, knowing that such 
a decision would mean 
leaving a well-paid job 
and further study. But if 
Go'd could lead him 
through his literal desert 
experience in Iraq, he 
could also lead him 
through the 'conveyer 
belt of Anglican ordina- 
tion', he reasoned. Four 
years on, Dietz is now 
looking forward to his 
curacy at Christchurch in 
Winchester, where he 
will move with his family 
of three. 

Another ordinand, 
Michelle Parkman, 29, is 
a second year student at 



Trinity college in Bristol. 
"From the age of 15 I 
was passionate about 
youth work," she said. 
"However, I realised that 
my prayer life was more 
about the church family 
than young people." 

In addition her friends 
would often joke about 
her growing up to be a 
vicar. At first she 
shrugged off these ideas, 
but eventually they 
began to stick and in her 
late 20s applied for 
Trinity, which she is 
enjoying immensely. 
Finding your vocation 
should not be an impos- 
sible task she insists. "I 
would say ask other peo- 
ple what they think and 
push a few doors," she 
added, "think of what 
you are passionate 
about". 

Choosing to be 
ordained is a specific 
calling and should not be 
taken lightly. On his 
website Stephen Ferns 
outlines some criteria 
aimed to help individuals 
check whether it is the 
right choice. They 
include: 

a) Can you speak of a 
growing sense of being 
called by God to ministry 
and mission? 

b) Can you demon- 
strate a clear understand- 
ing of the Church of 
England traditions? 

c) Do you have a clear 
understanding of your 
own temperament and 
character? What are your 
main strengths and 
weaknesses? 

After deciding that 
ordained ministry is the 
right calling, a lengthy 
application process fol- 
lows. This involves the 
applicant's local Bishop 
and the Diocesan 




Director of Ordinands 
who will together decide 
whether the candidate is 
suitable for ordination. If 
agreed the applicant will 
be registered for a 
national selection confer- 
ence in which the candi- 
date will undergo a tight 
schedule of interviews by 
a panel. If successful they 
will make a 'recommen- 
dation' for further train- 
ing at an Anglican train- 
ing college. 

Vocations Sunday 
comes once year and is a 
great opportunity for 
churches to help their 
congregations realise 
their full potential, 
whether it be a new 
career^ a new part-time 
activity, lay service or 
e^en the ordained min- 
istry. 

For further information see 
www.cofe.anglican.org and 
select 'Vocations Sunday'. 
For Whatever Next...? 
www. whatevernext. eu. com 



South Central Ministry Training Course - based in Oxford 

Teaching people to rightly handle the Word of God 

Regional Ministry Training Course open to men and women from across the region who want 
to be better equipped to teach the Bible in a variety of contexts. Ideal for congregation 
members, church workers and apprentices. 

Course One day a week (Tuesdays 10:15-3:30); three 10 week terms (£100 per term); optional 
2nd year. Running since 2005. Course starts 18/09/07. 

Content Chronological Bible overview, 6 Bible books, doctrine, practical ministry, workshop 
groups. 

Leaders The course is taught by church leaders from across the region including Shaun Atkins, 
Anthony Bewes, Paul Bolton, Peter Comont, Vaughan Roberts, Will Stileman and Keith Stokes. 

For more information or an application form contact Matt Morgan: 

01865 240438, admin@southcentralmtc.org or www.southcentralmtc.org 
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Trinity Church, Abingdor 

(Methodist and United Reformed) 

Seeks to appoint a full-time (37 hours/week) 

Pastoral Worker 

To help to care for people in the church and beyond ou 
to strengthen our links of fellowship. 
Salary: Up to £24,000 pa 
depending on experience & qualifications 
A part-time appointment or job share could be consic 

Further details from Val Dalby on 01235 8486: 
or email valerie.dalby@tesco.net 

This is a readvertisement - previous applicants need not a 
Closing date: May 11th, 2007 




WYCLIFFE HALL 

OXFORD 



PART-TIME DIPLOMA IN 
BIBLICAL 8c 

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

with options in 

MINISTRY or APOLOGETICS 

Are you . . . 

• eager to grow in your knowledge and understanding of 
Christianity? 

• keen to learn how the Christian faith can be effectively 
communicated and defended in your context? 

• aspiring to be better equipped to serve in your local 
church and community ? 

This exciting course provides academically excellent biblical 
and theological training and the opportunity to pursue a 
specialism in either ministry or apologetics. 

It is taught by staff at WYCLIFFE HALL, some of whom also 
teach at its new partner, the OXFORD CENTRE FOR 
CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS. The course takes place on 
Wednesday evenings, with four Saturday Study Days per 
year. The Diploma takes two years to complete and starts in 
September. 

The closing date for applications is 15 June 2007. 

Contact: DBTS Course Director, Wycliffe Hall, 

54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW or 
lifelongleaming@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk or 01865 274212 
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People & places 



Walk of witness across the diocese 




IN Pangbourne, Berks, on Good Friday, more than 70 people from ‘All Churches Together 
Pangbourne &: District, gathered for their annual Walk of Witness, this time through the resi- 
dential streets of Purley-on-Thames. 

A group of young musicians led the singing of Easter hymns and a microphone and ampli- 
fier (carried in a wheelbarrow) ensured the Bible readings and prayers could be heard by all 
as the Easter story unfolded at each stop along the route, concluding with recognition of the 
power of the Cross in anticipation of the joy of Easter morning’s resurrection. 

The final stop was in the Club House of Purley Park Trust, home for many people with 
learning disabilities. Christine Mackie led the hymns here with Makaton signing to help those 
with language problems to understand the meaning of the words visually. 

The Trust then provided welcome refreshments for walkers. 



TO mark the start of Holy Week this year Churches Together in Central Oxford united for a 
silent Walk of Witness through the city centre. 

They were led by Tom Wolstenholme, who carried a large wooden cross recycled by one of 
the churches from its Christmas tree. 

The route took walkers through the shopping crowds, from New Road Baptist Church, 
through Bonn Square and Clarendon Shopping Centre before ending with prayer and hymns at 
St Michael at the North Gate. 

A spokesman for the walk said: ‘In a very small way we will be participating in Jesus’ suffer- 
ing as he was forced to carry his cross to calvary.’ 

Helen Wolstenholme, from the Salvation Army, was among those who took part. She told 
the DOOR: ‘The walk definitely caught the interest and curiosity of some shoppers!’ 



Shiny shoes served up 
in Oxford and Reading 

The Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Reading, could be 
found on his knees in Reading on Maundy Thursday as he 
offered to shine the shoes of shoppers. 

He was joined by Canon Brian Shenton and the Revd 
Chris Russell from the churches of St Mary and St 
Laurence, Reading. Chris said: ‘Christianity is all about fol- 
lowing someone who showed he cared with his hands. In 
these times when people accuse the church of being all talk, 
or always wanting something, it will be a good thing just to 
do something for free.’ 

In Oxford, too, shiny shoes were the order of the day on 
Maundy Thursday when the Revd Hugh Lee, City Rector, 
and clergy colleagues set up shop at various points in the 
city centre, offering a free shoe-shine to passers-by. He told 
the DOOR: ‘Cleaning folks* shoes is a modern equivalent of 
washing their feet, so we are acting out our commitment to 
serve others.’ 

The venture went so well that it may become an annual 
fixture for the church, says a spokesman. 




Set them free... 

Our diocese remembers 
slaves past and present 

THE Oxford diocese joined churches around the country in 
March to commemorate the bicentenary of the abolition of 
the transatlantic slave trade, and recognise the continuing 
shame of slavery in the world today. 

Among events, people gathered at Christ Church Cathedral 
(pictured right) for a special service with the African and 
African-Caribbean Kultural Heritage Initiative and Churches 
Together in Oxfordshire, exploring the story, of the 
Abolitionist Movement and modern day slavery with gospel 
music, dance and drama. 

In London on the previous day Christians converged on 
London for a ‘Set All Free’ Walk of Witness led by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York. The symbolic walk fol- 
lowed a formal apology by the Church of England in 2006 for 
its part in the transatlantic slave trade and acknowledged the 
lasting legacy of the trade. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, acting Bishop of Oxford, joined 
the walkers. The Revd David Bishop, Bishop’s Adviser on 
Renewal, takes up the story: 

‘At the shop in the railway station, on the way to the Set All 
Free I asked the Asian gentleman and Caribbean lady in her 
twenties if they knew what had happened 200 years ago that 
day. The girl replied immediately that the day marked the end 
of slave trading and said her grandparents in Jamaica would 
have been ashamed if she had not known! 

‘I joined the march in Whitehall. There was a diversion here 
as a group called Lifeline, who had walked from Wilberforce’s 
birthplace in Hull, knelt to pray in penitence. 

‘A little further on at the end of Lambeth Bridge I had my 
first sight of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, as they 
laid a wreath in the Thames saying: ‘By this river kings and 
queens gave their support to voyages to obtain slaves’ - Lord 
wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Did you 
know that 2704 ships left London equipped to trade in slaves? 

‘At Kennington Park we stood as the excellent programme 
of speakers and singers continued. It was freezing and my 
heart went out to those such as the children of a school choir 
who waited three hours to do their bit. 




Commemorative service at Christ Church photo Simon Bentley 



‘The four Archbishops and assorted helpers performed with 
gusto under the shepherding of a lady with a magnificent sten- 
torian voice, whom I later learnt to be Rev. Rose Hudson- 
Wilkin, vicar of a parish in Hackney but born in Montego 
Bay, one of the ports where slaves were landed and put up for 
auction. What a brilliant idea to have the Archbishops from 
the West Indies and West Africa to join us. 

‘As the Archbishops sent us out with their blessings and 
with the challenge to do something about slavery in our world 
today, and we dispersed to our various homes, I reflected on 
what I had seen and heard. 

‘It seemed a very good example of a ‘cause’ which brought 
Christians of differing theological persuasions together. There 
were evangelicals inspired by the fact that it was Wilberforce’s 
conversion which had enabled him to persevere for so long in 
turning around the culture of the nation; there were human 
rights activists who would support modern efforts to end slav- 
ery; there were large numbers of black people anxious that the 
disadvantages of some ethnic groups should be addressed; and 
there were many white privileged members of our modern 
Britain (like myself) who just wanted to apologise for the 
unspeakable treatment of Africans by our forefathers, and for 
the fact that it has taken us so long to wake up to the enormi- 
ty of the slave trade. 

‘British people (and of course other European nations) kept 
the slaves alive in order that their labour would bring com- 
mercial profit. May our shame be channelled into liberating 
our brothers and sisters who may be exploited today.’ 
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A TEAM effort 



WE live in a Dives and Lazarus 
world, where - while many of us 
live in plenty - a billion people 
lack access to sanitation, 800 
million go hungry each day, bil- 
lions lack access to proper med- 
ical care, and climate change 
threatens the already fragile exis- 
tence of many of the poorest. 

And yet we serve a God for 
whom each of His children is pre- 
cious, who commands us to love 
our neighbour as ourself, and 
whose Church is a body in which 
‘If one part of the body suffers, 
all the other parts suffer with it.’ 

Will we accept the challenge 
to join our brothers and sis- 
ters in Christ as they work to 
transform unjust structures 
and offer loving service? 

This contrast, articulated by 
the Archbishops of Cape Town 
and Canterbury, was the back- 
ground to the TEAM [Towards 
Effective Anglican Mission] con- 
ference held in Boksburg, South 
Africa, from 7 to 14 March. And 
for those of us who attended as 
delegates, drawn from over 30 
provinces of the Anglican 
Communion, there was a press- 
ing task - to share, pray, study, 
listen and ultimately to try to 
articulate ways in which the 
churches of the Communion 
could, by prayer, advocacy and 
service, respond more effectively 
to extreme poverty and AIDS. 

The talks we heard and work- 
shops we attended were challeng- 
ing; priorities were debated . . . 
and set. But what I will most 
remember were some moments 



of shared worship, small revela- 
tions as we did Bible studies, 
extraordinary conversations - 
and the overall challenge. 

As we prayed, studied and 
talked, a delegate from Vanuatu 
spoke about how a nearby island 
had disappeared due to rising sea 
levels from global warming. The 
AIDS director for Swaziland 
shared her work creating liveli- 
hoods in an area where AIDS 
rates are over 30%. A Tanzanian 
delegate explained her diocese's 
programme to help women who, 
deprived of secondary education 
and economic power, have little 
hope of surviving independently. 
Sudanese and Ugandan delegates 
shared their sense of abandon- 
ment in recent situations of con- 
flict - and the projects that they 
are undertaking to bring new life 
to their areas. 

In each of these conversations, 
the sufferings of the Body of 
Christ - and the power of the 
Church to offer healing — were 
made ever more real. But as I 
return to England, I wonder - will 
we accept the challenge to join 
our brothers and sisters in Christ 
as they work to transform unjust 
structures and offer loving serv- 
ice? Will we accept our Gospel 
obligations to our neighbours? 
To fulfill that part of our mission 
to the Body that God has called 
us to? 

Will we strive to end the gap 
between our theology and the 
way we use the gifts God has 
given us? And if not, what are the 
consequences - spiritual and tem- 
poral - for ns all? 
Maranda St John Nicolle is 
co-ordinator for Christian Concern 
for One World 



World Church 

It takes one woman 

The 100th birthday of Florence Li Tim-Oi, the first Anglican woman priest in Hong Kong, is 
celebrated this month with the re-launch of a charity founded in her memory. Oxford's Canon 
Christopher Hall takes up the story... 



ON 5 May 1907 a girl was born in Hong Kong who was 
to transform the worldwide Church. Her Chinese father 
called her Tim-Oi, 'Much Beloved', because he welcomed 
another daughter after his first-born had died, even 
though most fathers wanted sons. 

Li Tim-Oi worked hard and when she was 24, she 
received a vocation to ministry in the Chinese church. She 
attended a seminary in Canton, where her New Testament 
tutor was Geoffrey Allen, later Bishop of Derby before 
retiring to Deddington. In 1941 after lay ministry in 

Portuguese Macau, she 
was ordained Deacon (an 
inclusive order in China), 
in charge of the church 
there. Japanese occupa- 
tion of Hong Kong 
stopped visits from priests, 
so she was licensed to pre- 
side at Communion. 

To regularise her posi- 
tion on 25 January 1944 
she was made 'priest in 
the Church of God' by 
my father the Rt Revd 
Henry Hall, the Bishop of Hong Kong, after a haz- 
ardous journey to Zhaoqing in Free China. This 
church-transforming event paralleled the baptism by 
Peter of the first Gentile. The Bishop wrote to Ursula 
Niebuhr that Tim-Oi had shown 'like Cornelius that 
God has given her the true charisma'. Made by God she 
was no more 'unclean' than the Gentile Cornelius. 

Forty years later, after Li Tim-Oi met Archbishop 
Robert Runcie at Lambeth Palace, he said to 
Archbishop Ted Scott: 'Who am I to say whom God 
could or could not call?" Under pressure in 1946 from 
a 'Purple Guard', not the bishop, Tim-Oi resigned her 
priest’s licence but not her Holy Orders. In her next 
parish she founded a maternity home to stop girl babies 
like her being smothered. 

While Mao ruled China she suffered in obscurity, but 
released to Canada in 1981 she resumed her ministry in 
her 70s, harbouring no resentment at what she had 
undergone. After Li Tim-Oi died in 1992, her sister 




pump-primed the Li Tim-Oi Foundation to train women 
with Christian vocations to make a difference in their 
communities in the Global South - 200 to date. 

With a relatively small grant these women use their 
energy and resources to impact their world in ways we 
can hardly imagine: 

Niceria Nkonge lives in a culture that includes 
polygamy and female genital mutilation and domestic vio- 
lence. She works alongside the growing Mothers' Union to 
educate families about the Christian lifestyle. 

Ruth Wakanene is a priest and gifted evangelist serving 
seven widespread congregations in the Mount Kenya dio- 
cese. She is recognised as 'a phenomenon' by her bishop 
who likens her to Billy Graham. 

As with Li Tim-Oi they are proving that ‘It Takes One 
Woman’ to be an agent of change. 

A saint was born a hundred years ago. Learn more at 
www.litim-oi.org 



Canon Christopher Hall 
Foundation 



Hon Secretary , Li Tim-Oi 




by our cookery writer Ann Way 



Spiced fish and rice 



This is a dish I made up myself and my family always enjoy 
it. If you prefer an even more oriental flavour, a splash of 
dark soy sauce can be added - experiment with it and make 
it your own special recipe. It's such fun to do - keep tasting 
and add new ingredients a little at a time so you don't spoil 
the overall flavour. Good cooking! 

Ingredients 

2- 4 fillets of skinned fish (cod, coley or haddock) 

2 oz prawns 

2 large mushrooms or six button ones, sliced 

1 large onion, finely chopped 

2 oz butter or good quality margarine 
2 tbsp plain yoghurt 

Generous pouring of single cream 
1 tsp mild chilli powder 
Salt and pepper 

Splash of sherry (optional) or rice wine 
1 packet herb flavoured rice 

Method 

Take a fairly large frying pan. Fry the onions in butter. Add 
the mushrooms. Stir well then chop the fish into medium 



sized chunks and add to the pan. Now add the prawns. Any 
size will do, but the larger the better. Cook gently until the 
fish is properly done. Stir in the chilli powder and stir 
around and then add the yoghurt, salt and pepper, cream 
and sherry (if using). Heat thoroughly until it is just bub- 
bling. Serve with cooked rice and lightly cooked broccoli or 
spinach. 




Pentecost Crossword 




Across 

7. Norton guessed a secret lan- 
guage (6) 

8. Soul drink (6) 

10. Bestow a name or a right (7) 

11. Posed an idea for fallen angel 
(5) 

12. Bragging bird voiced betrayal 
(4) 

13. Secret pasty liked by evangel- 
ists (5) 

17. What one magazine? (5) 

18. Black wood cut (4). 

22. Holy eight (5) 

23. This week after Easter for nine 
(7) 

24. Lost place for result (6) 

25. Home class to tell (6) 



Down 

1. Extent of imagination or time 
(7) 

2. Intense ointment (7) 

3. Repeat price (5) 

4. A station, the French witness 
(7) 

5. Fact not fiction (5) 

6. A pitch to make up for (5) 

9. Tents cope around fourteen (9) 

14. Tiny star for nine (7) 

15. A musical group on leave (7) 

16. Socialist ends songs of praise 
(7) 

19. Silver down but shining (5) 

20. Crowds of headless eights (5) 

21. Heart of twenty-three happen- 
ing (5) 



This month's prize is a beautiful hardback copy of Paths of Peace, 


a weekly devotional walk with God by Beryl Adamsbaum (CWR). 


This book is based around carefully crafted themed 




meditations, with weeks of the year grouped to flow 


Paths r,/ Peace 


with the seasons. The reader is helped to embrace a 


: W ] 


theme, stimulated by Scripture verses, poems and 


m : 


prayers. To win a copy send your completed crossword 




to the address on page two. 





Answers to the Easter Crossword: 1. Easter egg, 8. Risen, 9. 

Reinstate, 10. Ell, 11. Yolk, 12. Letter, 14. Bayard, 15. Island, 18. Cherry, 19. 
Lamb, 21. Nor, 23. Intention, 24. Tessa, 25. Sanctuary. Down: 1. Early, 2. 
Shirley, 3. East 4. Enamel, 5. Greatest, 6. Aster, 7. England, 13. Freesias, 
14. Bonnets, 16. Arabic*, 17. Gratin, 18. Cross, 20. Bunny, 22. Knot 
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The heart of a bishop Telling the Easter story 




Simon Cyrene carrying Jesus' cross by Year 3, Windale School, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 



PEOPLE have often com- 
mented on Bishop Richard's 
shyness and reserve, and that 
they do not know much 
about him. This biography 
well fills the gap, and its 
author, John Peart-Binns has 
done the diocese of Oxford a 
great service. 

'So often one doesn't 
get to appreciate a 
person before her or 
his obituary, so it is 
really wonderful to 
have this in advance!' 



As the Church of 
England’s most seasoned 



Episcopal biographer, with a 
veritable archive concerning 
20th-century bishops, he is 
well-placed to write this 
book. With his meticulous 
research, the book, its title 
drawn from Samuel Beckett 
could have easily been refer- 
enced with all sorts of 
detailed sources, but it is 
aimed instead at reader- 
friendliness. Peart-Binns has 
a penchant for extended 
metaphor, and his style is ful- 
some, so all those who want 
to know more about Bishop 
Richard will have their hopes 
amply fulfilled. 

As one person said to me 
after the publication of 
Bishop Richard's festschrift - 
notwithstanding the many 



remaining years of Bishop 
Richard's ministry to which 
we look forward - ‘so often 
one doesn't get to appreciate 
a person before her or his 
obituary, so it is really won- 
derful to have this in 
advance!’. 

The Revd Michael Brierley is 
Priest-in-Charge of Tavistock 
and Gulworthy in the Diocese 
of Exeter and was Bishop 
Richards longest-serving 
chaplain. 

H a heart in my 

HEAD 

JOHN PEART- 
BINNS 

CONTINUUM 

£20 



SHOPPERS in Templars 
Square Shopping Centre, 
Cowley, this Easter were able 
to take a break from their 
secular jobs and engage with 
the spiritual side of life, 
thanks to churches and 
schools in the area. 

An exhibition of 14 large 
paintings telling the story of 
Holy Week and Easter 
adorned the square for one 
week, in a huge community 
initiative. 

Congregations and pupils 
in Cowley, Rosehill, 
Littlemore and Blackbird 



Leys created the exhibition, 
which was opened with a 
special service in Templars 
Square on 1 April. 

The Revd Margreet 
Armistead told the DOOR: 
‘Because the service was held 
in the square with the exhibi- 
tion around us, it immediate- 
ly began to create interest 
from passers by. It has been 
a wonderful, true community 
effort and will have brought 
something of the Easter story 
to everyone who can see the 
paintings as they go about 
their business.’ 



Riding Lights 
Summer School 

THE Riding Lights Theatre 
Company, whose work is 
informed by its Christian 
faith, will this year be hold- 
ing its thirteenth annual 
Summer Theatre School. 

Over 100 students from 
all walks of life and from 
around the world gather 
each year to take part in a 
variety of theatre courses 
covering a range of theatri- 
cal skills, from writing and 
devising, to bringing a play 
from page to stage. 

Previous participants 
have gone on to profession- 
al careers in the theatre. 

Places are available on six 
different courses - three for 
teenagers from 14 to 18 and 
three for anyone over 18. 

Paul Burbridge, Artistic 
Director said: ‘The week 
quickly produces a real 
sense of community and an 
exhilaration and enthusi- 
asm with theatre, in an 
atmosphere where Christian 
faith and art can be 
explored side by side.’ 

For a brochure call 01904 
655317 or email 
info@rltc.org or go to 
www.ridinglights.org Places 
cost £390 including tuition, 
accommodation and meals. 
Bursaries available. 



Canines and their clergy 



READERS of the previous volume - which 
featured Bishop Frank Weston’s cat - will be 
delighted to know that another volume has 
now been published giving the life histories of 
dogs - and their clerical owners. 

From inner city to remote country parish, 
and canine aristocracy to rescue mongrels, 
this fascinating collection explores the 
charms and setbacks faced by today, s clergy 
and their many and various dogs. 

Oxford Diocesan readers will be enthralled 
by the pictures and details of Thea Bunch 
(and her owner Dr Andrew Bunch of Saint 
Giles, Oxford) and of Smudge Meredith (and 



his owner Canon Roland Meredith of 
Eynsham). ‘A home is empty without a dog’, 
says Andrew Bunch. ‘I’ve always had dogs 
and collies are my favourites’, says Roland 
Meredith. 

The Revd Canon Roland Meredith is the retired 
clergy officer for Oxford. 



DOG COLLAR 
RICHARD SURMAN 
C OLLINS 
£10-99 
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CLASSIFIED RESOURCES - keep these numbers handy! 



Church 

Furniture 




FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 67 60 60 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 



64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 
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Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 



AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

\Jnfo@aympholstery.com^ 



Church Supplies 



VINO SACR0 LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 130 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX>17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 





HOLIDAYS 



BUDE 

North Cornwall 

Very comfortable 4 bed 
house, minutes from 
beach and cliffs 

For more details please 
call 020 7794 2975 



Cornwall (Mid) 

NEAR CHARLESTOWN 

Beach 2 miles. Holiday Cottage: 
Three bedrooms, sleeps 6 plus 
cot. Ideal Centre. 

Eden Project 4 miles. 
Brochure Tel: 01 392 466084 



Freshwater East 

Pembrokeshire. 

Well equipped adjacent 
Holiday Homes. Beach 250 yds. 
Sleeps 1-6. From £150 p.w. 
Clergy Discount. 

Sorry no pets. 
0151-486-2745 

LLANDUDNO 
NUNEHAM HOUSE 
HOTEL 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 
Dinner, bed & breakfast. 

£35 per day. Special offers April and 
September £30 per day. 

01492 877369 



NORTH NORFOLK 

Cottage in pretty 
Ringstead, near sea. 
Two bedrooms. 

For brochure, telephone 

01636 814247 



South Lakeland 

Large house with amazing 
views, well-equipped with 
8-10 beds, 2 games 
rooms, accessible to lakes 
and mountains, available for 
longer periods or 
short breaks. 

01904 798393 

www.grangeholidayhome.com 



YORKSHIRE DALES 

Holiday cottage, 18th Century, 
stunning location, open fire, 
fully-equipped. Superb 
walking, birding, relaxing. 
Sledps 2 + sofabed. £140-210. 

b@surefish.co.uk 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
2 bed cottage, 2/3 bed villas and 
studios all with A/C and maid 
service etc. 

Call Michael on 020 8232 8128 
www.barbadosprivatevillas.com 






COURSES TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 




MAY 

Fri 4 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD A Musical Extravaganza 
with Five Voices - favourite songs 
from opera and operetta. All Saints’ 
Church. 8pm. Collection for 
Rotherfield Peppard Educational 
Charity. 0118 9722844. 

Sat 5 STANDLAKE Organ 
Recital by Terry MacNamara. 
Music by Bach, John Stanley, 
Sweelinck and more. In aid of St 
Giles’ Church Appeal Fund. 7pm. 
Sat 5 SLOUGH Euphonium 
Recital. St Mary’s Church. 12 noon. 
www.euph9.freeserve.co.uk/st 
marys.htm 

Sat 5-Mon 7 PANGBOURNE 

*... and in the morning’ Flower 
Festival to mark 25th anniversary 
of Falklands War: daily 10-5pm, 
evensong Sun 5pm, Falkland 
Islands Memorial Chapel, 
Pangboume College brian.cunning- 
ham@pangcoll.co.uk 
Sun 6 BLOXHAM May Ball. Steel 
band, champagne reception, four 
course meal, dancing, auction. The 
Great Hall Bloxham School. 
7.30pm- lam. In aid of The 
Katharine House Hospice and St 
Mary’s Church. Tickets £40. 01295 
811866. 

Mon 7 BANBURY Alex Berry 
performs an organ recital for 
‘Water Aid’. LiveArts@StMary’s. 
lpm. 01295 275772. 

Sat 12 SLOUGH Organ Recital. 
St Mary’s Church. 12 noon. 

Sat 12-Sun 13 CLAYDON 30th 
Anniversary Flower Festival daily 
12-6pm in all churches in Swan 
Team Ministry. Call 01869 277297 



for church venues. 

Sat 12 STRATFIELD MOR- 
TIMER Jazz Concert by Graeme 
Hewitts. St Mary’s church. 7.30pm. 
Tickets £8 in advance, £10 on the 
doon School age children free of 
charge. 0118 9332583 
Sun 13 MILTON KEYNES 
Annual Service of Remembrance 
and Thanksgiving, Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, 3pm. For 
more information or to add your 
loved one’s name to the spoken list 
call 01908 311310. 

Sun 13 BANBURY Organ Recital 
by Adrian Moore. St Mary’s 
Church. 3pm. 01295 253329. 

Sun 13 LOWER BASILDON 
Holy Communion. St 
Bartholomew’s Church. 8am. 

Mon 14 OXFORD Council of 
Christians and Jews:- The Role of 
Music in Spiritual Leadership and 
Prayer; by Cantor Jaclyn Chemett. 
Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Road. 8pm. 

Thu 1 7 HENTON Plant sale in aid 
of church car park fund at Willows 
10-8pm 01844 353548. 

Thu 17 BANBURY English 
Touring Opera LiveArts@StMary’s. 
lpm. 01295 259855. 

Fri 18- Mon 21 SHINF1ELD 

Learning and Growing - a flower 
festival to celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of the village school. St 
Mary’s Church, 10am-6pm. 

Sat 19 STRATFIELD MOR- 
TIMER Voices in Concert with 
Cantemus. St -Mary’s church. 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 in advance, £10 
on the doon School age children 
free of charge. 0118 9332583 
Sat 19 SLOUGH Organ Recital. 
St Mary’s Church. 12 noon. 

Sat 19 SILCHESTER Tadley 
Concert Brass, 7.30pm. Tickets £6 



compiled by Clare Wenharn 

MAY 2007 



for Church Development Fund. 
0118 9700825 or on the door. 

Sat 19 ASTON TIRROLD 

Aspects of love - a day of poetry 
appreciation with Barbara Vellacott 
focussing on love - human and 
divine. Centre of Reflection. 
£20.00. 01235 850423. 

Fri 25 FINGEST Healing Service 
at Holy Communion 10.15 am. 
Sat 26 COTTISFORD To mark 
the 60th anniversary of Flora 
Thompson’s deatfi, a performance 
of Larrise. Juniper Hill, 3pm. 
01280 847294. 

Sat 26 SLOUGH Organ Recital. 
St Mary’s Church. 12 noon. 

Sat 26 BANBURY Oxforshire 
Artweeks’ 25th Anniversary 
Concert with the Friedrich Trio 
LiveArts@StMary’s. 7.30pm. 
01235 762975. 

Sat 26-Sun 27 TILEHURST 

The Adoration of the Shepherd’s at 
St Michael’s, a painting by Jane 
Masson. Sat, teas, coffees 10am- 
12pm, lunches 12-2.30pm, cream 
teas 2.30-4.30pm. Sun Parish 
Eucharist 9.30am and dedication of 
painting by Bishop of Reading fol- 
lowed by bring and share lunch. 
Sat 26-Mon 28 PITSTONE The 
27th Spring Festival of Art and 
Flowers. Sat 2-6pm, Sun 11am- 
5pm, Evensong 6pm, Mon 11am- 
6pm. Refreshments. Free admis- 
sion. 01296 660544. 

Sat 26-Mon 28 HENLEY Arts 
and Crafts exhibits in twenty ven- 
ues around the area including 
Assendon Village Hall. Sat plant 
sale at St James’ church. 

Sun 27 LITTLEMORE St Mary 
and St Nicholas Church, Children’s 
service. 4pm. 

Sun 27 BANBURY Organ Recital 
by Peter Summers. St Mary’s 



The Doorpost Is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to lie hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
doorpost 0 oxford.anglic 3 n«org or by post to Church House. The deadline for Die 
dune 2007 Issue is Wednesday 9 May 



i 



Church. 3pm. 01295 253329. 

Mon 28 DENHAM Village Fayre 
with Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 
Home-made cakes, bric-a-brac, 
plants, books, entertainment for all 
ages including Punch and Judy, face 
painting, miniature steam engine 
rides, large fairground. Church and 
charity stalls. 01753 662888. 

Mon 28 HUGHENDEN PARK 
Vegetarian lunches and cream teas. 
Church House. 12pm. Cream teas 
throughout summer on Sundays 
and Bank Holidays. 

June 

Sat 2-Sun 3 HEADINGTON 
QUARRY Flower Festival. Holy 
Trinity Church. Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 
church open 12-Evensong at 6pm. 
Sun 3 LOWER BASILDON 
Open day. St Bartholomew’s 
Church. 2-4pm. 

Sat 9 BROUGHTON CASTLE 

Grand Fete and Car Boot in aid of 
St Mary’s Church. 01295 722015. 

Sat 16-Sun 17 PADBURY 

Annual Open Gardens weekend 
featuring 10 varied gardens. 2-6pm. 
Sat 16 FREELAND Quiet Day 
‘Exploring Psalm 139’ led by Revd 
Anne Holmes. Oxford Christian 
Institute for Counselling. 
Community of St. Clare. £l5pp. 
Bring packed lunch. 01865 
308889. Please book. 

Fri 29-Sun 1 JULY WINGRAVE 
Flower festival. Fri 2-5pm, Sat 
10am-6pm, lunch served, Sun after 
morning service-5. 3 0pm, cream 
teas & Songs of Praise at 6pm. 

Fri 29-Sun 1 JULY DAMAS- 
CUS GROUP History Weekend. 
Exhibitions in Drayton, Appleford, 
Milton, Sutton Courtenay and 
Steventon. To contribute info or 
artefacts call 01235 531374 



Courses, Special Events 



The Colour of Love - An 
Exhibition of Modern 
Christian Art 

Wesley Memorial Chapel and St 
Michael at the North Gate. 
llam-5pm until 9 June. 
Entrance free. School, church 
and society visits welcome 
www.smng.org.uk 

Trinity Term Lunchtime 
Lectures: 

St Giles’ Church, 
Woodstock Road, Oxford 

Colour of Love - Methodist 
Church Collection of Modem 
Christian Art. Speakers include 
Francis King OBE (Colour of 
Love Co-ordinator); Dr Peter 
Forsaith (Historian); Revd Dr 
Allan Doig (Chaplain, Lady 
Margaret Hall); Nick Mynheer 
(Artist). 12.30pm Thu 3, Thu 
10, Thu 17, Thu 24, Thu 31 

Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust 

Church Tour to four churches 
South East of Oxford including 
the chapel of St Michael at 
Rycote with its remarkable fur- 
nishings. Group limited to 25 
people, tel. 01865 735179 

The Pilgrims of St Francis 

The National Chapter 5-7 May 
on the borders of Staffordshire/ 
Shropshire. Cost £40 with 
reductions for young people 
and unemployed. For further 
information contact 01323 
739434 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Euchanst; 
6pm Evensong 



Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
Holy 

1-1. 10pm Praying at One 



7.35am Holy Communion; 



' Tuesday, Thursday, 
.. '1pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Cathedral Office 01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary sally-arm. 
ford@chch.ox.ac.uk; website 
www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 



Kingdom Come: The Life of 

Christ. A one-man performance 
by Eric Petrossian combining all 
four gospels and over 30 charac- 
ters. St Francis of Assisi, Hollow 
Way. 7.30pm. Tickets £4, (£2 for 
children). 01865 768009 

The 22nd Eric Symes 
Abbott Memorial Lecture 

Being Biblical? Slavery, 

Sexuality and the Inclusive 
Community. Revd Dr Richard 
A Burridge, Dean of King’s 
College London. Keble College 
Oxford 5.30pm 

Stoke Poges Quiet Garden 

Prayer - an opportunity to 
explore prayer based on Philip 
Yancey’s book, with the Revd 
Tim Stacey, Priest in Charge, 
Chalfont St Giles Thurs 10, 
10am- 12.30pm. 




May Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 




( Blessed are the people who 
know the joyful sound! They 
walk,0 Lord , in the light of 
your countenance .’ Psalm 89:15 

Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus Christ his Son, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, for: 

Hie 1 PHILIP AND JAMES 

Sonning Deanery. Give thanks 
for: success of recent deanery 
training days, the deanery prayer 
cycle, ecumenical working. Pray 
for: development of fresh expres- 
sions of church; strengthening 
our capacity for mission and 
evangelism to a growing popula- 
tion and new communities. 

For area dean - David Hodgson: 
synod lay chairman - Judith 
Scott. 

Wed 2 Arborfield with 
Barkham: clergy - Piers 

Bickersteth, Timothy Silk, John 
Parker: licensed lay minister - 
Russell Shipton. Bear Wood: 
clergy - Haigh Etches. 

Thu 3 California: clergy - 
Carol Edwards, Hugh Wakeling. 
Crowthome: Lisa Cornwell: 
licensed lay ministers - Hazel 
Berry, Gillian Gyenes, Lewis 
Simmons. 

Fri 4 Finchampstead: clergy - 
Richard Warden, John Edwards: 
licensed lay minister - Keith 



Atton. Hurst: clergy - John 
Coombs, Clifford Smith: 
licensed lay minister - Patricia 
Smith. 

Sat 5 Owlsmoor: Roy Burgess. 
Ruscombe and Twyford: clergy - 
Simon Howard, Sally Dakin, 
Tim Dakin: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Paul Minton, Geoffrey 
Pugh. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 6 For members of the 
Diocesan Vocations Network: 
acting chair - Marilyn Parry, 
deanery representatives and spe- 
cialist advisers. We give thanks 
for the variety of gifts expressed 
in different vocations and pray 
for the initiatives of Cutting 
Edge Ministries. 

Mon 7 Sandhurst: clergy - John 
Castle, John White. Sonning: 
clergy - Chris Clarke, Michael 
Forrer: licensed lay ministers - 
Bob Peters, David Sims. 

Hie 8 Wargrave with Knowl 
Hill: clergy - John Ratings, Pam 
Gordon, Bob Whiteley, Peter 
Akehurst: children’s and youth 
work coordinator - Kelly 
Bedwell. Wokingham: clergy - 
David Hodgson, Michael 
Johnson, Emma Antoine, Colin 
James. 

Wed 9 Wokingham St Paul: 



clergy - John Connell, Kenneth 
Flood, Tony Kemp, Jo Harrison: 
licensed lay minister - Jane 
Stillman. Wokingham St 
Sebastian: clergy - Andrew 
Marsden, Paul Parks, Erik 
Fudge: licensed lay ministers - 
Jill Bright, Ann Potts. 

Thu 1 0 Woosehill 

Conventional District: minister - 
Libby Godden: licensed lay min- 
ister - Elaine Steere. 

Fri 1 1 For the places of employ- 
ment within the deanery where 
Christians work and serve their 
vocations. For the God @ Work 
initiatives throughout the dio- 
cese and the deanery representa- 
tives. 

Sat 12 For those who work at 
Diocesan Church House. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 13 ROGATION SUNDAY 

- for rural communities and the 
work of the church in meeting 
their particular needs. Diocesan 
rural officer - Glyn Evans: 
archdeaconry rural officer - 
John Townend, deanery officers 

- Anne Hartley, Anne Kelaart: 
members of the Rural Officers 
Team. Those producing Rural 
News. CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
BEGINS 

www.christianaid.org.uk As we 



celebrate God’s love, transfor- 
mative power and light we pray 
for our practical response to the 
gospel. We pray for generous 
and wise ways to meet the phys- 
ical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of the world’s vulnerable 
peoples. 

Mon 14 MATTHIAS Witney 
Deanery. We pray for area dean 

- Roger Billings: synod lay chair- 
man - Lynda Blair. 

Hie 1 5 Bampton with 
Clanfield: clergy - David Lloyd: 
licensed lay minister - Arthur 
Pont. 

Wed 16 Brize Norton and 
Carterton: clergy - Roger 

Billings, Roy Turner: church 
army - Richard Waller 
Thu 17 ASCENSION DAY 
Burford with Fulbrook and 
Taynton, Asthall with 
Swinbrook and Widford: clergy 

- Natalie Garrett, Richard 
Coombs, Tim Garrett, Cedric 
Reavley: licensed lay minister - 
John Leach. 

Fri 18 Cogges and South Leigh: 
clergy - Andrew Sweeney, Penny 
Joyce, Miri Keen, Tim Edge: 
licensed lay ministers — * Nick 
Pike, David Smith, Richard 
Young. 

Sat 1 9 Ducklington with 
Hardwick: clergy - Bob Edy: 
licensed lay ministers - David 



Adams, David Holme, Jude 
Levermore. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 20 For those who as mem- 
bers of the church act in any liai- 
son role that, links church and 
the wider community. For every 
member ministry and the oppor- 
tunities to develop competences 
in service. 

Mon 21 Lower Windrush: 
clergy - Sarah Sharp: licensed lay 
minister - Ian Blair: Standlake 
pastoral assistant - Alison Shaw. 
Minster Lovell: clergy - Adrian 
Gabb-Jones. 

Hie 22 Shill Valley and 
Broadshire: clergy - Harry 
Maclnnes, Liz Johnson, Neville 
Usher-Wilson. 

Wed 23 Witney Team Ministry: 
clergy - David Childs, Joanna 
Collicutt McGrath, John Cook: 
licensed lay ministers -David 
Claremont, Sally Down, David 
Exham, Rosemary Peirce. 

Thu 24 Mursley Deanery. For 
area dean - John Waller: synod 
lay chairman - Annie Cooper: 
ecumenical representative - Siv 
Tunnicliffe. For those clergy 
responding to the needs of 
parishes with vacancies. 

Fri 25 Cheddington with 
Mentmore and Marsworth: cler- 



gy - Marion Hance. Ivinghoe 
with Pitstone and Slapton: clergy 
- Tracey Doyle. 

Sat 26 Linsdale: clergy - 
Catherine Dyer, Wyn Jones: 
licensed lay minister - Russell 
Stannard. 



PENTECOST 

Sun 27 We pray for those 
within the parishes who support 
and care for clergy and lay work- 
ers. We pray for those, especially 
church wardens, with extra 
responsibility during an interreg- 
num. Diocesan Pastoral Care 
Adviser - Beau Stevenson and 
those providing counselling and 
consultation. 

Mon 28 Newton Longville and 
Mursley with Swanboume and ^ 
Little Horwood: clergy - John 
Kinchin-Smith, Lucy Holt. 

Hie 29 Stewkley with Soulbury 
and Drayton Parslow: clergy - 
Michelle Morton, Peter 
Lymbery. 

Wed 30 The Brickhills and 
Stoke Hammond: clergy - John 
Waller: licensed lay minister - 
Jeremy Hopkinson. 

Thu 31 Wing with Grove, and 
Wingrave with Rowsham, Aston 
Abbotts and Cublington: clergy 
- Siv Tunnicliffe. 
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YOUTH VIEW 

Bringing young people together 



LAST year, four youth work- 
ers began to dream some 
dreams. Each of the four felt a 
need for churches in High 
Wycombe to bring young peo- 
ple together; to offer a space 
for all young Christians to 
express and celebrate their 
faith. From small house 
churches or big old medieval 
foundations, they saw all 
young people coming together 
in different churches around 
the district. 

In February, this dream 
became a reality. The first 
Cross-Section was hosted by 
All Saints’ parish church on 
Sunday February 25. Young 
people from churches from 
around the town and sur- 
rounding area came to 
explore together the journey 
of the prodigal son. After 
hearing the story and being 
challenged to think about 
which of the sons’ experience 
was closest to their own Eves, 
the young people scattered 
through the church to respond 
through art, through silence, 
through chatting in the cafe or 
through the Prodigal Son 
labyrinth installed in All 
Saints for Lent. The evening 
was fabulous and working 
towards it (and to the future 
events) has been so enjoyable. 
Four very different people 



with different outlooks on 
youth work and youth min- 
istry yet with the same vision 
of serving young people 
across High Wycombe in the 
places where they already 
worship and in places they 
have never been. In February 
it was a 'huge medieval town 
centred church but next it will 
be a modem church plant in a 
housing area (St Birinus, April 
29 at 6pm) and then in a 
medieval rural church (St 
Michael 6c All Angels, 
Hughenden). 

We began with dreams and 
now we’ve seen some of them 
come to fruition, we are still 
dreaming. We have got hopes 
of bringing the young people 
together to explore their faith 
in so many different styles 
with a Gospel choir, DJ wor- 
ship and some reflections on 
modem monasticism from a 
Taize brother. As well as con- 
tinuing Cross-Section, we are 
also setting up a team of 
Christian youth workers for 
detached work in High 
Wycombe. Please keep us and 
all the young people in your 
prayers as we continue to 
work and explore together. 

Sarah Brushy Stella Voaden, 
Matt McNulty & Paul Scott 
are from The Wyde core team. 



Colourful Easter eggs hit the mark 

Congratulations to our competition winners 



THE DOOR office became a more 
colourful place this month as entries for 
our Easter Egg competition, featured in 
the last issue, flooded in. 

The challenge, open to 3-1 6-year- 
olds, was to create and colour in a 
design for the Easter Egg outline which 
could be downloaded from our website, 
www.oxford.anglican.org. Some 
churches in the diocese used the eggs for 
their Easter Sunday family services. 

Acting diocesan children’s adviser 
Yvonne Morris, was overwhelmed with 
the variety of design and creativity evi- 




dent among the entries in all age groups, 
telling us: ‘It was very hard to choose 
just three winners from the wonderful 
designs, which ranged from the more 
traditional depiction of Jesus and the 
Cross and of new life, to very modern, 
bold, cutting edge interpretations of the 
Easter story. 

‘I congratulate all of the entrants on 
the care and thought which went into 
their eggs.’ 

Age categories for the competition 
were 3-6, 7-11 and 12-16 years. The 
winner of each category will receive a 




Winner: Adrienne aged 9 



fabulous Fairtrade milk chocolate 
Easter Egg with selected chocolates 
kindly donated by the Botley branch of 
Fairtrade supporters Co-op. 

Congratulations to: Oliver aged 6, from 
Chalfont St Giles, Shannen Lewis aged 12 
from High Wycombe and Adrienne Lewis 
aged 9 from Long Wittenham. 

CONGRATULATIONS too to our 
crossword winner this month, Bill 
Holliday from Crowmarsh Gifford, near 
Wallingford. He wins a copy of 144 
Totally Talks for Totally Awesome Kids. 
This month’s crossword is on page 12. 




Winner: Shannen aged 12 



BCP services hard to find? 



PBS 

Prayer Book 
L Society J 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By Roger Humphreys 



'But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ After he said this, he was taken up 
before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. Acts 1: 7-8 

A FEW years ago my family treated me to 
a hot-air balloon ride. They came with me 
to watch the event, and I have a lasting 
memory of looking down at them as the 
balloon floated upwards. Their rather 
anxious faces looking up grew smaller and 
smaller as the balloon rose higher. I can 
remember looking down and thinking, ‘I 
wonder what the disciples were feeling as 
they watched Jesus being taken up into 
heaven.’ It must have been amazing and 
puzzling; they would have been glad to 
hear the angel's reassuring words, ‘Why 
do you stand here looking into the sky? 
This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you back into heaven, will come back in 
the same way you have seen him go.’ 

The Bible is full of stories of people hav- 
ing ‘mountaintop experiences’. Moses and 
Elijah met with God on Mt Sinai; so per- 
haps it was no coincidence that they were 
present when Peter, James and John had 



theirs at the transfiguration. Now the 
disciples were experiencing yet another. 
And God graciously allows us as churches 
and as individuals to have mountaintop 
experiences too. 

But the challenge is always when we 
have to come down to earth afterwards. 
As the disciples walked back to Jerusalem 
after watching Jesus leave them, they must 
have been thinking about the challenge he 
had given them, to witness for him ‘to the 
ends of the earth’ - a pretty big job! And 
it’s something we in the church are still 
being challenged to do. The ends of the 
earth still need to hear the good news of 
Jesus, to say nothing of the folk in our 
own communities. 

Our churches can learn from what the 
disciples did when they came down from 
the mountaintop to the challenges of life 
in the valley. Luke tells us that they came 
together and they were in prayer. 

So often we feel we need to be busy 
doing, that we forget these two things that 
are so vital to our church. It was only after 
this that the Spirit of God came in power 
on the church and their story became 
called ‘The Acts of the Apostles’. Their 
action came after being together in prayer, 
and so must ours. 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
|@)1| Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

JT By appointment only 



The Revd Canon Roger Humphreys is Team Rector of the Blenheim Benefice in Oxfordshire. 
David Winter will return to the DOOR after a short break. 










